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Ministrijas darbu politiski vada tieslietu ministrs, kas
dod rikojumus valsts sekretaram, ministrijas un tas pa-
dotiba esoSo iestazu amatpersonam. Ministrs iece| un
atbrivo no amata valsts sekretaru un ministrijas pado-
tibas iestazu vaditajus, ka ari var atcelt to izdotos nor-
mativos aktus, [Emumus un rikojumus. Ministrs ir at-
bildigs Saeimas priek8a par ministrijas darbu.

Valsts sekretars organize konkrétas nozares poli-
tikas un stratégijas izstradi un istenoSanu, ka ari va-
da iestades administrativo darbu un organizé minis-
trijas funkciju izpildi. Valsts sekretars ari plano fi-
nansu resursus ministrijas padotiba esoSajam par-
valdes iestadém un nodroSina ministrijas darbibas
nepartrauktibu.

The Minister of Justice provides the political direction for the work of the
Ministry and gives assignments to the State Secretary and directors of the
Ministry’s subordinate institutions. The Minister has the authority to ap-
point and dismiss the State Secretary and the directors of the Ministry’s
subordinate institutions and to repeal their issued normative acts, decrees
and decisions. The Minister is accountable to the Saeima (Parliament) for
the work of the Ministry of Justice.

The State Secretary, as the highest-ranking civil servant in the Minis-
try, organizes the development and implementation of the specific poli-
cies and strategies within the Ministry’s public policy spheres, manages
the administrative work of the Ministry and ensures the performance of
the Ministry’s functions. The State Secretary is also responsible for the
financial resource planning for the Ministry’s subordinate institutions
and for the continuity of the work of the Ministry.



Tieslietu ministrijas padotiba ir Beglu lietu apelacijas pado-
me, Naturalizacijas parvalde, Patentu valde, Uznémumu re-
gistrs, Valsts zemes dienests, leslodzijuma vietu parvalde, Valsts
valodas centrs, Religisko lietu parvalde, Datu valsts inspekci-
ja, Valsts agentira “Maksatnespéjas administracija”, Krimi-
nologisko pétijumu centrs, Patentu tehniska bibliotéka, Valsts
tiesu ekspertizu birojs. Ministrija ir valsts kapitala dalu turéta-
ja bezpelnas organizacija valsts akciju sabiedriba “Tiesu na-
mu agentira”, bezpelnas organizacija valsts sabiedriba ar ie-
robezotu atbildibu “Latvijas Vestnesis”.

VESTURE

Latvijas Republi-
kas Tieslietu ministri-
ja tika izveidota jau
nakamaja diena peéc
Latvijas valsts prokla-
mésanas. Pirmais
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Tautas padomé. Tas kluva par tieslietu resora un visu
tiesu darbibas pamatu, no kura velak izveidojas citi ar
tiesu varu saistitie likumi.

PaSreiz Tieslietu ministrijas centralaja aparata strada 120,
bet kopuma tieslietu ministrijas sistema —ap 5300 darbinie-
ku. Tieslietu ministrijas funkcijas un uzdevumi ir noteikti vai-
rak neka 100 tiesibu aktos.

The subordinate institutions of the Ministry of Justice are as
follows: Enterprise Register, Refugee Appeals Board, Naturaliza-
tion Board, Patent Board, Patent and Technology Library, State
Land Service, Prison Administration Board, State Language Center,
Board of Religious Affairs, State Data Inspection, State Agency of
Insolvency Administration, State Forensic Science Bureau and
Criminological Research Center. The Ministry holds the State shares
in the non-profit State limited liability company “Latvijas Vestnesis”
(The Latvian Herald), and the non-profit State joint stock com-
pany “Tiesu namu agentira” (Courthouse Agency).

HISTORY

The Republic of Latvia
Ministry of Justice was
already established on
the next day after the No-
vember 18, 1918 proc-
lamation of the Latvian
state. Its first tasks were
to pass a fundamental
law about the courts and
the legislation regulating
the administration of the
courts. A temporary
regulation about Latvia
courts and litigation pro-
cedures was prepared by
December 3, 1918 and
was approved by the
Latvia National Council a
few days later, on December 6. These documents became the basis
of the legal system and other subsequent normative acts connected
with judicial power.

Currently, about 120 employees work at the central Ministry of Jus-
tice offices while a total of 5300 employees work in the Ministry of
Justice system. The functions and objectives of the Ministry are de-
scribed in more than 100 normative acts.



TIESLIETU MINISTRIJAS PRIORITATES

Tieslietu ministrijas mérki ir turpinat tiesu varas neatkaribas
stiprinaSanu un normativo aktu sakartosanu, atru un efektivu tie-
sas procesu nodroSinasanu visas tiesu instancés un visas lietu ka-
tegorijas. Lai to istenotu, ministrija ir noteikusi prioritates tris
virzienos:

LikumdoS$anas sakarto$ana

e tiesibu jaunrades procesa uzlaboSana

e Latvijas ieklauSanas ES tiesibu sistéma

e tiesibu sistémas koordinacijas un parraudzibas uzlaboSana

* nevalstiska sek-
tora organizaciju ie-
saistiSana tiesibu
jaunrade

Tiesu darba

uzlabosana

e lietu izskatiSa-
nas paatrinasana tie-
sas

e tiesu noléemu-
mu kvalitates paaug-
stinasana

e tiesu darbibas
caurskatamibas no-
droSinasana

Kriminalsodu izpildes sistemas efektivitates palielinasana

e cilvéktiesibu nodroSinasana ieslodzijuma vietas

 notiesato integracijas sabiedriba veicinasana

e atkartotu noziedzigu nodarijumu izdariSanas samazinasana

Tieslietu ministrijas uzdevums ir palielinat tas uzticibu sabiedri-
ba. Pedejos gados pakapeniski ieziméjas tendence — Tieslietu mi-
nistrija ienem arvien nozimigaku vietu citu ministriju vidu. Tuva-
kaja laika tai jak|ust par vienu no nozimigakajam un prestizaka-
jam ministrijam valsts parvaldes sistema.

PRIORITIES OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

The main objectives of the Ministry of Justice is to continue
strengthening the independence of judicial power, to ensure
fast and efficient legal processes in all courts, at all levels and
for all types of cases. The Ministry has defined three main
priorities to fulfil these objectives:

Improvement of Legislation
* Improvement of the process establishing new laws
e Incorporation of Latvia into the EU legal system
* Improvement of the coordination and monitoring of the
legal system

e Involvement of the
non-governmental sec-
tor in the law drafting
process

Improvement

of Court Services

e Acceleration of the
court case review process

* Increase in the
quality of court decisions

e Ensure transparency
of court activities

Increased Effectiveness
of Criminal Punishment

* Ensure observance of human rights in prisons

* Promotion the reintegration of convicted persons into so-
ciety

* Decrease the number of repeated criminal offences

The task of the Ministry of Justice is to increase the trust of
society in legal system. In the past years the role of the Minis-
try of Justice among other ministries has increased. In next
years it will become one of the most prestigious and important
ministries in the state governing system.



LIKUMDOSANA

Tieslietu ministrija ir vadoS$a valsts parvaldes iestade tieslietu
joma un tas padotiba eso$ajam valsts parvaldes iestadem. Tieslie-
tu ministrijas funkcijas ir izstradat tiesu administréSanas politiku
un tiesibu politiku pilsonibas, valsts valodas, personas datu aizsar-
dzibas, informacijas atklatibas un elektronisko dokumentu uzrau-
dzibas, publisko registru, religisko lietu, zemes politikas, béglu jau-
tajumu un uznémejsabiedribu (komersantu) maksatnespéjas joma.

Jautajumos, kas saistiti ar politikas izstradi un Tstenosanu,
Tieslietu ministrija veicina socialo dialogu, iesaistot sabiedribas
parstavjus valsts parval-
de, Iémuma pienemsa-
nas procesa konsultejo-
ties ar nevalstiskajam or-
ganizacijam un informe-
jot sabiedribu par noza-
res politiku un ministri-
jas padotiba esoso iesta-
Zu darbibu.

Svarigs uzdevums na-
kotne ir likumu izstrades
sektora un ministrijas ka-
pacitates nostiprinasana,
tadejadi palielinot Tieslie-
tu ministrijas lomu valsts
parvaldes sistéma. lzaici-
najums ministrijai ir darbs
ar Eiropas Savienibas nor-
mativajiem aktiem, kur nepiecieSami darbinieki ar labam zinasa-
nam Eiropas likumdosana.

Aktualakie tiesibu aktu projekti, kas tiek izstradati Tieslietu mi-
nistrija, tiek ievietoti sabiedribas apsprieSanai majaslapa
www.tm.gov.lv.

LEGISLATION

The Ministry of Justice is the leading state administration
institution in the justice field and for its subordinate institu-
tions. The Ministry’s functions are to develop court adminis-
tration policy and legal policy for the fields relating to citizen-
ship, state language, personal data protection, information
transparency and supervision of e-documents, public regis-
ters, land policy, refugee issues, religious matters and busi-
ness insolvency.

Within its competence areas the Ministry of Justice pre-
pares draft normative acts
and draft policy planning
documents and provides its
opinions about the draft nor-
mative acts and draft policy
planning documents pre-
pared by other ministries
and institutions.

The Ministry promotes
social dialogue about the is-
sues connected with the de-
velopment and realization of
its policies by involving so-
ciety members in the work
of the state administration,
by consulting with non-gov-
ernmental organizations
during the decision-making
process and by informing society about the work of the Minis-
try’s subordinate institutions.

The most important normative acts that are being prepared
by the Ministry of Justice are accessible in the Ministry’s offi-
cial web site www.tm.gowv.lv.



TIESU DARBA UZLABOSANA

Viens no Tieslietu ministrijas galvenajiem uzdevumiem ir palielinat
tiesu varas neatkaribu, ievieSot tas paSparvaldes modeli un samazi-
not tiesu varas atkaribu no izpildvaras. Lai to istenotu, tiek veidota
Tiesu administracija, kuras kompetencé bus tiesu organizatoriska va-
diba, taja skaita visi finanseésanas, personala un ari saimnieciskie jau-
tajumi. Ta organizes ari tiesneSu apmacibu nacionalajas un Eiropas
Savienibas tiesibas.

TiesneSu neatkaribas stiprinaSanai notiek pareja uz jauniem ties-
neSu algu veidoSanas princi-
piem. Jauna atalgojuma sis-
tema piedava loti skaidru un
saprotamu tiesneSa karjeras
virzibu un tai atbilstoSu atal-
gojumu, ko noteiks gan darba
laika iegitas papildu zinasa-
nas, gan papildu pieredze.

Lai celtu tiesu darba efekti-
vitati un nodroSinatu tiesu pie-
ejamibu, tiek realizéts pro-
jekts, kura ietvaros notiek vi-
su tiesu saslégSana vienota in-
formativaja sistema, tadejadi
nodroSinot ari tiesas spriedu-
mu publisku pieejamibu elektroniska veida.

Tiesu darba neatkaribas nostiprinasanai svarigs ir materiali tehnis-
kais nodroSinajums. Tapéc Tieslietu ministrija lielu uzmanibu velta
tiesu namu tehniskajam stavoklim, rekonstru€jot un parbtvéjot tos.
Pirmo reizi péc valstiskas neatkaribas atgliSanas tiks celts jauns tiesu
nams Jurmala, kas atbildis visam musdienu prasibam.

Informacija par Latvijas tiesu sistemu atrodama Tieslietu ministri-
jas majaslapa www.tm.gov.lv un Latvijas tiesu portala www.tiesas.lv.

IMPROVEMENT OF COURT SERVICES

A major goal of the Ministry of Justice is to increase the
independence of judicial power by introducing a realistic
model of self-government for the courts and thus decreas-
ing the judicial power’s dependence upon the executive.
Thus, a separate Court Administration is being formed
whose competence will include all issues relating to fi-
nances, personnel and administration. The Court Admin-
istration will also organize judicial training regarding na-

tional and EU law.

Another step in strengthen-
ing the independence of judi-
cial power is the transition to
new principles for determining
judges’ salaries. This new re-
muneration system provides
quite clear and understandable
directions for a judge’s career
with an appropriate salary, in
order to reflect the additional
knowledge and experience
which has been acquired by the
judge during his/her tenure.

To increase the efficiency of
court services and the accessibility of the courts, the Court
Information Project is being realized with the goal to con-
nect all courts in one unified information/computer system.
This system will also ensure that the courts’ decisions are
electronically accessible to the public.

Information about Latvia’s court system can be found in
the official Ministry of Justice web page www.tm.gov.lv and
in the Latvia Courts Portal web page www.tiesas.|v.



IZMAINAS SODU SISTEMA

Pasaulé pédejos gados dominé uzskats, ka péc iespéjas butu
vélams izvairities no tadu soda veidu piemerosanas, kas ir sais-
titi ar brivibas atnemSanu. levérojot $adas tendences, Latvija,
pieméram, arvien biezak par noziedzigu nodarijumu izdariSanu
tiek piespriests tads kriminalsoda veids ka piespiedu darbs.

éajé sakara Tieslietu ministrija ir izstradajusi koncepciju
“Par izmainam sodu sistéema”, kas paredz plasak piemérot ar
brivibas atnemsSanu nesaistitus sodus, paredzot jaunus, brivi-
bas atnemsSanas so-
diem alternativus so-
da veidus, ka ar1 no-
teikt alternativas so-
du izcieSanai.

Tiek veidots Valsts
probacijas dienests,
kas valstiska Iimeni
koordingés izcieSamo
sodu izpildi un organi-
zés palidzibu perso-
nam, kas atbrivotas
no ieslodzijuma. Pro-
bacijas dienests bus
instittcija, kas sekmes
noziedzibas novérsa-
nu valsti, ieveérojami atslogos tiesibu aizsardzibas iestazu dar-
bu un nodroSinas sabiedriba izcieSamo sodu kvalitativu izpildi
un koordinaciju.

Paredzams, ka Probacijas dienesta izveide radikali samazina-
tu ieslodzito skaitu Latvijas cietumos, kas pasreiz parsniedz
8 000 personu. Ta darbiba tiks vérsta divos virzienos. Pirmkart,
alternativo sodu veidu plasaka piemeéroSana, notiesatas perso-
nas iesaistot dazadas programmas sadarbiba ar nevalstiskajam
organizacijam. Otrkart, ieslodzito iesaistiSana rehabilitacijas pro-
grammas jau pirms vinu atbrivoSanas, turpinot to ari péc atgrie-
Sanas briviba.

CHANGES IN PUNISHMENT SYSTEM

The current prevailing view about criminal punishment policy
is that is preferable to avoid punishment forms that are con-
nected with the deprivation of liberty. In keeping with such ten-
dencies, forced labor, along with other alternative forms of pun-
ishment, is more frequently being proclaimed as a punishment
for criminal offences in Latvia.

In this regard, the Ministry of Justice has prepared a public
policy concept paper about changes to the criminal punishment
system. This paper
foresees the increased
use of criminal pun-
ishment forms that
are not connected
with imprisonment,
but are alternative
punishment forms.

The State Probation
Agency is being cre-
ated to coordinate, at
the state level, the im-
plementation of crimi-
nal sentences and to
organize assistance to
individuals who have
completed their prison sentences. The Probation Agency will facili-
tate the prevention of crime at a national level and will ensure a
qualitative implementation and coordination of criminal sentences.

The creation of the State Probation Agency should greatly de-
crease the number of persons in penitentiaries, currently totaling
about 8000 people in prisons. The Agency will work in two di-
rections-1) the increased use of alternative punishment forms
instead of imprisonment and involving more prisoners in various
programs in cooperation with NGOs, and 2) involving more pris-
oners in rehabilitation programs prior to their release from prison
and continuing after their return to society.



ADRESE

Latvijas Republikas Tieslietu ministrija

Adrese:  Brivibas bulvaris 36, LV-1536

Talrunis: 7036 801, 7036 716, 7036 721,
fakss: 7285575, 7210823

E-pasts: tm.kanceleja@tm.gov.lv

ADDRESS

Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Latvia

Address: Brivibas Boulevard 36, Riga, Latvia LV-1536

Phone: +371 7036 801, +371 7036 716, +371 7036 721
Fax: +371 7285575, +371 7210823

E-mail: tm.kanceleja@tm.gov.lv

Tieslietu ministrija interneta

Ministrijas majaslapa www.tm.gov.lv ir iespejams iegut
jaunako informaciju par aktualakajiem notikumiem, tiesibu
aktu un tieslietu politikas dokumentu projektiem. Turklat ar
majaslapas palidzibu var piedalities nozimigako projektu ap-
sprieSana. Taja var iepazities ari ar tiesu darba pédejo sep-
tinu gadu statistiku. Majaslapa var parakstities uz informa-
cijas sanemsanu sava e-pasta, tadéjadi vienmeéer sanemot
aktualos jaunumus no pirmavota.

Ministry of Justice on the Internet

The Ministry’s internet homepage www.tm.gov.lv will provide
you with the most recent information about the latest draft judi-
cial/legal policy documents and the most topical events. This
homepage also provides opportunities to participate in the discus-
sion of the most important draft projects. The homepage also
provides the opportunity to subscribe to the Ministry’s latest news
via e-mail, thus ensuring the reader of being informed about the
newest Ministry of Justice topics from the primary source.




