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IEVADS

IEVADS

Latvijas Patentu valde aizvadijusi 10 darba gadus.
Nosledzies ari kartgjais divgadu cikls (2000.-2001.),
kad, sekojot tradicijai, par sadu laika posmu dodam
valdes darba andlitisku apskatu.

Saja laika posma izgudrojumu un precu zimju
pieteikumu skaits stabilizgjies. Tacu zindtnisko
pefijumu, tehnisko izstrazu, ka ari razosanas apjoms
acimredzot ir nepietiekams, lai nodrosinatu patentu un
precu zimju pieteikumu skaita bitisku pieaugumu.
Tapat veél idz sim ir daudz gadijumu, kad interesanti
tehniski risingjumi, ka ari precu un pakalpojumu
Zimes, nezinasanas vai nevéribas dél paliek bez
tiesiskas aizsardzibas. Tas liecina par nepietiekamam
zindsandm ropnieciskd ipasuma aizsardzibas joma
visplasaka specidlistu un citu darbinieku loka. Kaut ari
Patentu valde ir zingma mera atbildiga par
nepietiekamu izskaidrosanas darbu sabiedriba par
ropnieciska Tpasuma aizsardzibas nozimigumu, tomer
uzskatu, ka daudz akfivak sis darbs bitu javeic
RUpnieciskd ipasuma aizsardzibas starptautiskas
asocidcijas Latvijas Naciondlajai grupai un Latvijas
Patentpilnvaroto asociacijai.

Sajd jautdjumd pirmos nopietnos solus spérusi
Patentu valde, kopigi ar Latvijas Tirdzniecibas un
ropniecibas kameru (LTRK) fas regiondlajas nodaldas
izveidojot, ja ta drikst nosaukt, nelielus Patentu valdes
“atbalsta punktus”. Sajas LTRK regionalajas nodalds
izvietoti normativie un metodiskie materiali par
rUpnieciskd Tpasuma aizsardzibas jautajumiem.
Patentu valdes specidlisti plano regulari apmeklet sis
LTRK regionalas nodalas, lai sniegtu konsultacijas un
palidzibu so regionu specidlisiem un citiem
interesentiem.

Redla palidziba rupnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas
nozimiguma izskaidrosana plasakai sabiedribai
jasaista ar nodibinato (Patentu valde ir tas
lidzdibinatajs) Intelektuala ipasuma un inovaciju
akadeémiju. Ticu, ka ne tikai izskaidrosanas darbs, bet
ari tehniskas izstrades un eksperimentdlie darbi, kuri
tiks veikti Akadémijas ietvaros, pozifivi ietekmés
patentu un precu zimju pieteikumu iesniegumu skaitu
Patentu va|cﬁ§.

Un tomér galvenais faktors, kas redli varétu
ietekmet patentu un precu zimju pieteikumu skaita
pieaugumu, ir un Ecﬂiek valsts ekonomiska augsupeja,
tas ir, zinatnes, tehnikas un razosanas atfistiba.

Atskatoties uz Patentu valdes profesiondlo darbibu
apskatamaija laika posma, gribu teikt, ka fa tika veikta
kvalitafivi, par ko liecina daudzu arvalstu specialistu iz-
teiktie viedokli. Domaiju, ka vinu vértgjums ir patiess, jo
Latvijas normafivie akti, pirmkart, ripnieciska ipasuma
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The Latvian Patent Office has been functioning for ten
years now. Another two-year period (2000-2001) has
come to an end, and by tradition we are giving an
analytical report on the Patent Office’s work during this
period.

During the period of review the number of appli-
cations for invention patents and trademark registration
has stabilized. However the volume of scientific research,
technical developments and production is apparently
insufficient to essentially influence the increase of the
number of patent and trademark applications. On many
occasions interesting fechnical solutions, or trade and
service marks do not get legal protection due to
ignorance or negligence. This is indicative of insufficient
knowledge in the sphere of industrial property protection
among specialists and other workers. Although Latvian
Patent Office is partly responsible for insufficient
explanatory work among the general public about the
significance of industrial property protection, | believe
that Latvian National Group of AIPPI (International
Association for the Protection of Industrial Property) and
Latvian Association of Patent Attorneys should
participate in this work much more actively.

The Patent Office has made the first significant steps
in this sphere. In cooperation with the Latvian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) the Patent Office has
formed something like “support centres” at the LCCI
regional offices all over Latvia. Normative and
methodological documents concerning  industrial
property protection are available at the LCCI regional
offices. The Patent Office experts are going to visit these
centres on a regular basis to consult specialists and other
interested persons in the respective regions.

| expect that considerable assistance in explaining the
significance of industrial property protection might be
rendered by the Academy oF Intellectual Property and
Innovation (Patent Office is one of the co-organizers). |
believe that the explanatory work, as well as the
technical deve|opments and experimenfo| work

erformed within the framework of the Academy will
Eqve a positive impact on the number of patent and
trademark applications filed with the Patent Office.

However, the most important factor, that can
influence the number of patent and trademark applica-
tions, is the economic development of the stafe, i.e.
scientific, technological and industrial development.

Looking back to the professional work of the Patent
Office during the periocjJ of review, | am happy to say
that it has been of good standard. Many foreign
specialists have confirmed this point of view. | believe
that their estimation is true, as the laws and regulations
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of Latvia, in particular in the sphere of industrial property
protfection, are in full compliance with the requirements
of the European Union and the World Trade
Organization, and these laws and regulations are being
implemented according to the practices of other - rich in
traditions — patent offices. Despite the positive evaluation
of the Patent Office’s work, | do not mean to say that we
can be fully satisfied with our achievements. We have a
|ong way fo go until we reach the level of professional
qualification and practical experience of those patent
offices that have been functioning for 100 years or more,
and that employ many specialists who T'Imve received
specialized education in this field, and who have
working experience of 25 years or even more, but we
are heading for this aim and each year of our work
attests to it.

In a way it was also confirmed by the invitation the
Republic of Latvia received, on June 26, 2001, from the
European Patent Organization, to become a full-fledged
member state of this organization from July 1, 2002. This
invitation does not only serve as proof oz our capability
and a sign of our trustworthiness, but also sets
considerably higher standards of responsibility and
professional qualification.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude once
again to the heads and specialists of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, European Patent
Organization, Patent Offices of Austria, Germany,
Switzerland, Japan, USA, Sweden, Norway and other
countries for the opportunities offered to us and for the
assistance rendered to help the specialists of Latvian
Patent Office improve their professional skills.

Besides taking care of improving the knowledge and
skills of the Patent Office’s staff, we should also see to it
that the general public is more thoroughly informed
about the role of intellectual, and in particular, industrial,
property profection in economy, as well as help every

erson interested in this field to obtain the necessary
Enow|eo|ge. The Patent Office should take the initiative
and organize short-term training courses and seminars.
| think that the previously mentioned Academy of
Infellectual Property and Innovation could also take part
in this. However, most of the work and responsibility for
preparing highly qualified specialists in the field of
intellectual (industrial) property will be undertaken by the
newly organized Riga Graduate School of Law, the
University of Latvia and the Institute of International
Affairs of the University of Latvia. | hope that we will
finally persuade the heads of these educational
establishments to work out the respective curricula.

Training of judges is still a very topical problem. It is
common knowledge that the number of cases concerning
patent and trademark disputes examined by courts is
growing (and, no doubt, will continue growing). Despite
the efforts of the Patent Office and the assistance
rendered by several international and national
organizations, there are very few judges in Latvia, who
have sufficient knowledge to be able to try cases in the
field of industrial property. The corps of judges that
would be well prepared to deal with these speciﬁc cases
should be expanded considerably, but first and foremost
they must have adequate professional training.

IEVADS

aizsardzibas joma, ir atbilstosi Eiropas Savienibas un
Pasaules tirdzniecibas organizacijas prasibam, ka ari
to Tstenosana dzivé notiek atbilstosi tradicijam bagdto
Patentu iestazu praksei. lzsakot sadu vertejumu Patentu
valdes specialistu  darbam, nekada gadijuma
neuzskatu, ka varam bt apmierinati ar sasniegto. Lai
sasniegtu profesiondlo sagatavofibu un darba praksi,
kada ir Patentu iestadem, kas pastav jau 100 un vairak
gadus ar tajds straddjosiem, pie tam specidlu izglifibu
guvusiem speci6|istiem kam 25 un vairak gadu stazs,
mums vél ir tals ce|s ejams, bet més merkheC|g| uz to
ejam, un katrs nostradatais gclds to Gp||ecmo

Zingma meéra to apliecina ari Eiropas Patentu
organizdcijas izteiktais uzaicingjums (2001. gada
26. jonijd) Latvijas Republikai ar 2002. gada 1. juliju
klot par $is organizacijas pilntiesigu dalibvalsti.
Uzo|cma|ums ir ne tikai apliecinGjums musu varésanai
un uzticesanas, bet ari prasiba butiski paaugstinat
atbildibu un profesmnohfoh

Saja sakariba vélos kartejo reizi izteikt savu
pateicibu Pasaules intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas,
Eiropas Patentu organizacijas, Austrijas, Vacijas,
Sveices, Japanas, ASV, Zviedrijos, Norvégijas un
vairdku cit valsty Patentu  jestdzu vaditajiem un
specialistiem par dotajam iespéjam un sniegto
palidzibu Patentu valdes specialistu profesiondlaja
izaugsme.

Paraleli ropem par Patentu valdes darbinieku
nepértrouktu bagatingsanu ar joundm zinGsanam un
iemanam, ir japanak, lai notiktu ne fikai plasaka
sobiedribas informasana par intelektuala, pirmkart,
rUpnieciska, Tpasuma lomu ekonomikd un ta
aizsardzibu, bet lai bty ari iespéid visiem, kas par to
intereséjas, apgit $aja joma nepieciesamas zindsanas.
Seit iniciafiva, organizéejot ISIGICIgUS kursus un
semindrus, jGuznemas Patentu valdei, ka ari, domaiju,
so plenokumu varétu veikt ari pieminéta Intelektudl
ipasuma un inovaciju akadémija. Protams, ka galvend
loma un atbildiba kvalificétu specialistu sogotavoécna
intelektuala (rdpnieciska) Tpasuma joma bus jaunajai
Juridiskajai augstskolai, Latvijas Universitatei, ka ari LU
Starptautisko attiecibu institatam. Gribu ticét, ka minéto
mdcibu iestdzu vaditdjus mums beidzot izdosies
parliecindt par nepieciesamibu izstradat aftiecigas
macibu programmas un tas Tstenot.

Runa|ot par specidlistu sagatavosanu, joprojam | |oi
aktudls ir jautdjums par tiesnesu apmacibu. Nav
noslépums, ka pakdpeniski pieaug (un noteikti pieaugs
turpmak!) patentu stridu un precu zimju lietu
izskafisana tiesas. Neskatoties uz Patentu valdes ptlem
un vairaku starptautisku  un atsevisku valstu
organizaciju pahdzﬂou sobrid Latvijé ir neliels skaits
tiesnesu, kuriem ir atbilstosas zinasanas, lai izskafitu
lietas ernieciska ipasuma joma. Tiesnesu korpusam,
kuri bty labi sagatavoti so specifisko lietu izskafisana,
ieverojami japaplasinds un, galvenais, jabut
profesionali labi sagatavotiem. Pretgja gadijuma rodas
tiesas k|uo|c|s kas negativi atsaucas uz rupnleC|ska
ipasuma aizsardzibas sistémas presfizu. Tiesnesu
sagafavosana, ka ari sistematiska vinu kvq||F|kGC||ds
paaugstindsand, més pamatoti ceram uz drvalstu
organizdciju palidzibu un atbalstu.
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Latvijas Zindtpu  akadémija, piedaloties Patentu
valdei, ir sogotav0|u5| mformacuu internefa par Latvija
raditiem izgudrojumiem un vairakiem pazistamiem
izgudrotdijiem, sniedzot ari nedaudz informacijas par
Patentu valdi. Pilnigaka informacija tiks sniegta
toposaja Patentu valdes maijas lapa.

Rundjot par izgudrojumiem, ka ari nedaudz
atgriezoties Eie agrak izteikiam domam par patentu

ieteikumu skaita pieaugumu, uzskatu, ka ir piendcis
E]iks izveidot Latvijas  Izgudrotdju  asocidciju.
Asocidcijas ietvaros varétu apmainities domam gan
jaunie izgudrotdiji, gan izgudrotdiji ar stazu, tadejadi
savstarpgji bagatinoties, un, varbit, radit jaunas idejas
un ieceres, ka ari kopigi meklét iespgjas so ieceru
istenosand. Asocidcija varétu bt ari bitisks faktors
studentu  un  jaunu  specidlistu  iesaistisand
“izgudrosanas noslépumos un procesa”. Veélreiz
pieminot Intelektuala ipasuma un inovaciju akadémiju,
uzskatu, ka palidzet Latvijas |zgudrotaju asocidcijas
izveidosand un veicinat fas uzdevumu Tstenosanu, ir
viens no tas tuvakajiem uzdevumiem.

leverojot Patentu valdes specialistu piedalisanos
Pasaules Intelektuala Tpasuma organizacijas un
Eiropas Patentu organizacijas Programmu komitejas,
tika sagatavota Intelektuala Tpasuma affistibas un ta
aizsardzibas nodrosinGsanas strategiskas attistibas
programma  valsti  2000.-2005. gadam  ka
konceptudls priekslikums, kas zingma mérd izrietgja no
so starptautisko orgumzocuu istermina un V|o|e|o
termina programmam un ilgtermina prognozém. Sajd
konceptudlaja priekslikuma - programmd ir ietverti ne
tikai jautajumi, kas skar rGpniecisko ipasumu, bet ari
autor— un blakustiesibas, globdlie informacijas fikli un
sabiedriska diplomatija, apmaciba un vairaki citi
jautdjumi, kuru Tstenosana kopuma varétu dot bitisku
ieguldijumu valsts ekonomika un tas attisfiba.
Koncepcija akceptéta Ministru kabineta.

NedrTLstu nepieminét vienu negativu faktoru, kas
bitiski kavé Patentu valdes afisfibu. Tikai pateicoties
tam, ka 1993. gada Ministru kabinets pienéma
lemumu par Patentu valdes finansésanu no tas
ienémumiem par veiktajam darbibam ripnieciska
ipasuma aizsardziba (Latvija atskiribd no citam valsfim
sie maksajumi tiek kvalificeti ka valsts nodevas!), ka tas
ir daudzas citas valsfis, més varéjam sekmigi veikt visus
WIPO uzdevumus un p||n|bo ieklauties kopéja Eiropas
valstu  rpnieciskd ipasuma aizsardzibas sistema.
Aizvien pieaugoso aktudlo uzdevumu veiksana un
affisfiba, lai ari turpmak mes bitu lidztiesigi partneri
Eiropas valstu  saimé ernieciska Tpasuma
aizsardzibas jomd, prasa aizvien lielaku [idzeklu
ieguldijumu. Tacu 1999. gada Patentu valde atkal fika
ieklauta budzeta, tadéjadi stipri ierobezojot tai
pieejamos ||c|zek|us kuriem nav nekada sakara ar
budzeta ||c|zek||em (nodok|u maksatdju naudu), un lidz
ar to ne fik vien krasi ierobezojot Patentu valdes
attistibas ies e|as, bet pat draudot aktualo
uzdevumu veiE.%onu. Tomer ticu, Ea pasaules valstu
Patentu iestazu pieredze parliecings attiecigo Latvijas
organizdciju vaditajus, ka sie maksdjumi nav vo'sts
nodevas un, ka Sos ienémumus Patentu valde pilna
merad ir tiesiga izmantot fai nepieciesamaja apmera.
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Otherwise judicial errors may happen, that would have
a negative influence on the reputation of the system of
industrial property protection. We have good reason to

ope for some assistance and support from foreign
organizations in training the judges and consistently
improving their qualifications.

The Academy of Sciences of Latvig, in collaboration
with the Patent Office, has published some information
on the INTERNET about inventions of Latvian origin, and
about several well-known inventors. This site also gives
basic facts on the Patent Office. More comprehensive
information will be available from the Patent Office’s
homepage that is currently under construction.

Speaking of inventions, and returning to my
previously expressed thoughts about the increase of the
number of patent applications, | believe the right time
has come to organize Latvian Association of Inventors.
The Association might offer an opportunity to the young
inventors and fo the more experienced ones to echange
their opinions, that would be beneficial to all of them.
They might create new ideas and plans and together look
for the ways how to carry out their plans. The Association
could also be a significant factor in involving students
and young specialists in “the secrets and the process of
invention”. Returning to the Academy of Intellectual
Property and Innovation again, | think that one of its
tasks in the near future should be helping fo organize
Latvian Association of Inventors and encouraging the
accomplishment of the Association’s aims.

Considering the participation of Patent Office’s
specialists in the work of the Program Committees of the
World Intellectual Property Organization and the
European Patent Organization, the  Strategic
Devei)pment Program for Ensuring Intellectual Property
Development and Protection in 20002005 was drafted
as a conceptual proposal. This proposal was to a certain
extent derived E’om the short-term and medium-term
programs and long-term prognosis of these international
organizations. The conceptual proposal — program deals
not only with industrial property, but also with copyright
and neighbouring rights, global information networks
and public diplomacy, training and other issues, that,
taken as a whole, could give a significant contribution to
the national economy and its development. The
conceptual proposal has been approved by the Cabinet
of Ministers.

Unfortunately | have to mention also a negative factor
that considerably hinders Patent Office’s development.
Due to the decision taken by the Cabinet of Ministers in
1993 on the financing of the Patent Office from the
payments it received for industrial property protection —
just like in many other countries (although these
payments were labelled “state fees” in Latvia, unlike
other countries), we were able to perform the tasks set by
the WIPO and to become part oIP he common industrial
property protection system of the European countries.
Bigger and bigger investments were necessary in order
to cope with the growing amount of current tasks, and to
remain an equal partner among other European
countries in the Fie|cr of industrial property protection.
Nevertheless, the Patent Office’s funds were included in
the state budget, thus drastically reducing the available
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resources, although the Patent Office’s funding was in no
way related to the budget (money received from tax-
payers), and consequently radically limiting the
prospects of Patent Office’s development, and even
putting at risk the performance of its current tasks. |
would still like to believe that the experience of many
Patent Offices from the whole world will convince the
administration of the respective Latvian organizations
that the previous|y mentioned payments are not state
fees, and that the Patent Office of Latvia has the right to
use these resources fo full extent occording fo its needs.

The tasks lying ahead of us in the sphere of industrial
property protection are manifold and significant.
Nevertheless, appraising the achievements of the
previous years, that have resulted in the formation of a
viable National system for industrial property protection,
which is in full compliance with the respective
infernational requirements and practices, | would like to
express my firm conviction that the specialists of the
Patent Office will cope with these tasks, thus further
developing and consolidating this system.

Before concluding this brief insight into the period of
review, | feel an obligation, moreover — a necessity
dictated by my heart, to express my sincere gratitude to
all the Patent Office’s employees for their professional
and selfless work, for their cooperativeness and mutual
support, for everybody’s contribution to the development
of the Patent Office that has lead to recognition of its
professional competence.

My heartfelt gratitude goes equally to the colleagues
who have been forming the Patent Office from its first
doys, and to those who have been with us for a
comparatively short time. Once again — thank you!

With deep respect and gratitude,

Z. Aumeisters
Director

IEVADS

Uzdevumu, kas |aveic rUpnieciskd ipasuma
aizsardzibas joma, ir daudz un atbildigi. Tomer
izvertejot iepriekséjo gadu darbu, ka rezultata
izveidota  dzivotspejiga  rUpnieciska  ipasuma
aizsardzibas nacionala sistema, kas pilna meéra atbilst
aftiecigajom starptautiskajam prasibam un praksei,
atlaujos izteikt parliecibu, ka Patentu valdes specialisti
veiks sos uzdevumus, tadejadi talak attistot un
nostiprinot so sistemu.

Nobeidzot so nelielo ieskatu aizvaditaja perioda,
uzskatu par savu pienckumu, vél vairgk — par ieksgji
diktetu nepieciesamibu, no sirds pateikties visiem,
visiem Patentu  valdes dcrbinieiiem par vinu
pasaizliedzigo un profesionalo darbu, par kolegialitati
un savstarpgjo atbalstu. Par visu to, ko katrs ir
ieguldijis, veidojot Patentu valdi, ka ari panakot tas
profesionalas varésanas atzisanu.

Mana visdzilaka pateiciba parpilnam attiecinama
gan uz kolégiem, kas veidojusi un turpina veidot
Latvijas Patentu valdi no tas pirmajam dienam, gan uz
kolegiem, kas ir kopa ar mums vél saméra isu laika
posmu! Veélreiz Jums visiem — Paldies!

Dzila ciend un pateiciba,

Z. Aumeisters
Direktors
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APELACIJAS PADOME
1995.-2001.

Visparigas piezimes

Latvijas Republikas Patentu valdes Apelacijas
padome (turpmak — ApP) tika izveidota saskana ar
Patentu likuma noteikumiem 1995. gada 14. julija,
kad Tieslietu ministrs apstipringja ApP Nolikumu
(turpmak — Nolikums).

Atskiriba no daudzu citu valstu prakses ApP Latvija
ir vienigd administrafiva instance, kas izskata gan
apelacijas pret LPV lemumiem, gan iebildumus pret
patentu izsniegsanu un precu zimju registraciju.
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No kreisds: Direktora vietnieks, Juridliskds nodajas vaditajs, Apeldcijas padomes priekssédétajs Georgijs Polakovs,

ekspertes — leva Plome, Silva Drozdovska.

BOARD OF APPEALS

BOARD OF APPEALS
1995-2001

General remarks

The Latvian Patent Office’s Board of Appeals
(hereinafter — BA) was established in accordance with
the Patent Law provisions on July 14, 1995, when the
Minister of Justice approved the BA Regulations
(hereinafter — Regulations).

Unlike the practice of many other countries the BA is
the only administrative instance in Latvia examining both
appeals against LPO decisions and oppositions against
patents gronted and trademarks registered.

From the left: Deputy Director, Head of the Legal Department, Chairman of the Board of Appeals Georgij Poliakoyv,

examiners — leva Plome, Silva Drozdovska.

Tiesiskais statuss

Atbilstosi nacionalo rupnieciska ipasuma aizsardzi-
bas likumu un Nolikuma noteikumiem ApP ir LPV struk-
turvientba. Tacu lémumu taisisang, t.i., apeldciju un
iebildumu izskafisanas jautdjumos ta rikojas ka patsta-
viga instance. ApP lemumu, ja tas saskana ar likumu
noteikumiem nav galigs, var parsidzét tikai tiesa.

Tiesiska baze
ApP kompetences robezas, funkcijas un darbibas
kartibu visparéjos vilcienos nosaka Patentu likums, bet

dalgji ari citi naciondlie rupnieciskd ipasuma aizsar-
dzibas likumi, ka ari ieprieksminétais Nolikums.
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Legal status

According to the national laws on industrial property
protection and Regulations the BA is considered an admi-
nistrative unit of the LPO. Yet, in its decision making, i.e. in
examination of appeals and oppositions, it acts as an inde-
pendent body. A BA decision may, if subject to the statutory
provisions it is not final, be appealed against only in court.

Legal grounds

The sphere of competence, functions and activity of
the BA is, in general, regulated by the Patent Law and,
partly, by other national laws on industrial property
protection, as well as the aforementioned Regulations.
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Main tasks

The main task of the BA is, as set forth by the law and
Regulations, to ensure proper, uniform application of the
provisions of national laws on industrial property protec-
tion with respect to examination of patent and trademark
applications. Another important task of the Board is to
administratively enforce the industrial property rights in
case of conflict of interests of right holders.

BA composition

Subject to law the BA members are appointed by the
Minister of Justice. It includes LPO representatives as well
as independent experts — specialists in science,
technology and law. The BA in fact consists of two
boards: 1) Patent Board and 2) Trademark and Industrial
Design Board which are composed under the same
principles.

The Boards are composed by rotation. Any appeal,
or opposition, is examined by no less than three BA
members, one of them being a lawyer.

BA activities

The BA activities in 2000-2001 and in 1995-2001
are characterized by the following data (Table 1).

1. tabula. Apelacijas padomes darbiba

Table 1.  Activities of the Board of Appeals
2000
Dizainpa-
lzgudrojumi Precu zimes|  raugi
Inventions |Trademarks| Industrial
Designs
I Apelacijas
Appeals
lesniegtas _ -
Filed 14
Izskafitas
Examined - 20 -
Apmierinatas _ -
Satisfied 8
Noraiditas N 12 a
Rejected
Izbeigta lietvediba _ _ _
Terminated
Il lebildumi
Oppositions
lesniegti _ _
Filed 118
Izskafiti
Examined - 100 4
Apmierinati _
Satisfied 65 1
Mierizligumi _ _ _
Amicob?e agreements
Noraiditi _ 35 _
Rejected
Izbeigta lietvediba
Term?noted - 48 3

APELACIJAS PADOME
Galvenie vzdevumi

Galvenais ApP uzdevums, ka izriet no likumiem un
ApP Nolikuma, ir nodrosingt rUpnieciska ipasuma
aizsardzibas normafivo aktu vienveidigu un pareizu
piemérosanu patentu un precu Zzimju registracijas
pieteikumu izskafisana. ApP ari nodrosina rpnieciska
ipasuma tiesibu realizaciju administrafiva cela tiesibu
ipasnieku interesu konflikta gadijuma.

ApP sastavs

Saskana ar likumu ApP loceklus iece| Tieslietu
ministrs. Tas sastava ieklauj gan LPV parstavjus, gan
neatkarigus ekspertus — specialistus zingtng, tehnika
un jurisprudencé. ApP faktiski ietver divas padomes:
1) patentu padomi (kolégiju) un 2) precu zimju un
dizainparaugu padomi (kolégiju), kas izveidotas péc
vienadiem principiem.

Padomes tiek izveidotas rotdcijas karfiba. Jebkuru
apeldciju vai iebildumu izskata ne mazak ka tris ApP
locekli, viens no viniem ir jurists.

ApP darbiba
ApP darbibu 2000.-2001. gada un 1995.-2001.

gada raksturo sekojosi statistikas dati (1. tabula; 1, 11).

2001
Dizainpa- Kopa
lzgudrojumi Precu zimes|  raugi  [2000-2001/1995-2001
Inventions |Trademarks| Industrial Total
Designs
2 6 - 22 228
1 o) - 27 228
- 1 - 9 114
1 5 - 18 91
- 3 - 3 27
- 140 1 259 949
- 120 - 224 735
- 92 - 158 371
- - - - 14
- 23 - 58 231
- 22 - 73 182

11



APELACIJAS PADOME

Ka redzams no 1. tabulas, ApP visbiezak izskata
gan apeldcijas, gan iebildumus, kas iesniegti precu
Zimju joma.

BOARD OF APPEALS

The BA most frequently examines, as seen from Table
1, appeals and oppositions filed in the field of
trademarks.

2, tabula.  lebildumu izskatisanas kvantitativi kvalitafivais novértéjums
Table 2.  Quantitative and Qualitative Estimation of Examination of Oppositions
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
lesniegti iebildumi
Izskafiti iebildumi
Examined oppositions 3 70 15 159 167 104
Satisfied oppositions
Noraiditi iebildumi
Rejected oppositions 1 18 45 60 49 35
1. zim.
Fig. 1
250 iesniegti iebildumi
filed oppositions
200 izskafiti iebildumi
=== examined oppositions
150 apmierinati iebildumi
satisfied oppositions
100

noraiditi iebildumi
rejected oppositions

0

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

2. tabuld apkopoti dati par treso personu
iebildumiem  pret precu  zimju  registraciju
1995.-2000. g. Sie dati var izraisit inferesi, jo tie var
bt labs pomats dazadu tendencu noskaidrosanai
ripnieciska Tpasuma tiesibu un, it seviski precu zimju
tiesibu aizsardzibas joma.

3. tabula ieklauti dati, kas attiecas tikai uz terito-
rijam, no kuram aplukojamaia laika perioda iesniegts
lielakais iebildumu skaits (ap 89%), un proti: ES
dalibvalstis (~51% no visiem iebildumiem), ASV
(~16%), Sveice (~8%), ka ari Latvija (~14%). Uzmanibu
saista Latvijas izcelsmes iebildumu iesniegsanas
dinamika: pédejos gados to Tpatsvars ievéerojami
palielingjies.

1995.-2000. g. Latvijas vietejie precu zimju
ipasnieki lielako dalu (~70%) iebildumu iesniedza pret
savas valsts precu zimju ipasniekiem. Ari iebildumu
iesniedzeji no ES dalibvalsfim iesniedza lielako
iebildumu skaitu pret ES dalibvalstu precu zimju
ipasniekiem (~42%).

No 4. tabulas redzams, ka tikai Latvijas
uznéméjiem iesniegto iebildumu attiectba pret
apstridéto precu zimju skaitu ir negativa.

Labckie raditaji ir ASV uznéméjiem: apstrideto
precu zimju skaits aptuveni ir tikai viena ceturtdala no
ASV uznéméju iesniegto iebildumu skaita. Sliktcki ir
Sveices un, it seviski, ES dalibvalstu uznémeju raditaji
(attiecigi ~47% un ~74%).

12

2000

Further the data of Table 2 on third parties
oppositions against trademarks registration in
1995-2000 will be analyzed. These data may evoke
interest as they may constitute sound grounds for findin
some trends in the Ee|c| of industrial property rights, ond?
in particular, trademarks protection.

Table 3 includes data covering only those ferritories
from where the greatest number of oppositions (up to
89%) has been filed in the period of review, namely: EU
States (~51% of all oppositions; USA (~16%),
Switzerland (~8%) and Latvia (~14%). The trends of filing
of Lalvian origin oppositions attract attention: their
weight has notably increased recently.

Most of the oppositions (~70%) lodged by Latvian
domestic trademark holders in 1995-2000 were against
other domestic trademark holders. Likewise opponents
from the EU States have lodged the greatest part of their
oppositions against other trademarks holders from EU
States (~42%).

Table 4 shows that the ratio of filed oppositions
versus the amount of opposed marks is negative only in
case of Latvian companies.

Here the US companies have the best figures: the
amount of op| osed trademarks is approximdte|y 1/4 of
the number of oppositions lodged by US companies. The
relevant indices of Swiss companies and, in particular,
those of the EU States are much worse (~47% and ~74%
respectively).



BOARD OF APPEALS APELACIJAS PADOME
3. tabula. lesniegtie iebildumi 1996.-2000. g. (péc iebildumu iesniedzéju izcelsmes)
Table 3.  Filing of Oppositions in 19962000 (by Origin of Opponents)
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

ES valstis
EU states 23 61 57 76 56
Latvija
Lahvin 11 2 15 28 19
ASY
LVJ SA 15 24 23 9 16
Sveice
Switzerland 4 6 8 12 ?
2. zim.
Fig. 2

iebildumi/oppositions

80 ES valstis

70 N\ EU States

“ RN y

Ve N Latvija

50 / Latvia

40 / ASV

30 / USA

20 P Sveice

10 7Z = Switzerland

0

1995 1996

1997 1998

1999

2000

4. tabula.  ES un dazu valstu parstavju iesniegto iebildumu un apstridéto precu zimju attieciba 1995.-2000. g.
Table 4.  The Ratio of Oppositions and Opposed Trademarks of Certain Territories, 1995-2000
ES Latvija ASV Sveice
EU Latvia USA Switzerland

lebildumi
ooions 276 75 87 42
Apstridetas zimes 205 163 23 20
Opposed marks
3. zim.
Fig. 3

300 iebildumi

250 oppositions

apstridetds zimes

200 {— L] opposed marks

150 +—

100 +—

50 +—
| =
ES Latvija ASV Sveice
EU Latvia USA Switzerland

The data of Table 5 indicate two opposite tendencies
that distinguish the activities of the EU States and Latvian
companies in the field of trademarks protection in the

Latvian market.

Since 1997 the number of oppositions filed by the EU
States firms is greater than that of opposed marks, the

latter permanently decreasing each subsequent year.

aizsardzibas joma Latvijas tirgu.

5. tabulas dati norada vz divam diametrali
pretéjam tendencem, kas ir raksturigas ES dalibvalstu
un Latvijas uznémumu aktivitatei precu  zimju

Kops 1997. g. ES dalibvalstu uznéméju iesniegto ie-
bildumu skaits parsniedz vinu apstridéto precu zimju

skaitu, kas ar katru nakamo gadu pastavigi samazings.
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APELACIJAS PADOME

BOARD OF APPEALS

5. tabula.  ES dalibvalstu un Latvijas uznéméiju aktivitate Latvijas tirgo
Table 5.  Activity of EU States and Latvia Companies in the Latvian Market
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

ES: iebildumi
EU: oppositions z3 61 57 76 56
ES: apstrideétas zimes
EU: opposed marks 29 52 43 S 28
Latvija: iebildumi
Latvia: oppositions 1 2 15 28 19
Latvija: apstridetds zimes 12 15 48 41 47
Latvia: opposed marks
4. zim.
Fig. 4

80

70 I

60
50
40
3017
20 \
R

0
1996 1997 1998 1999

Abam, gan iebildumu, gan apstridéto zimju, likném
(Latvija) ir vienads raksturs: tas ir augsupejosas. Tacu
atskirba no attiecigas ES liknes apstrideto zimju likne
pieaug straujak neka iebildumu likne.

Tatad var secinat, ka kops 1997. g. Latvijas
uznéméji energiskak iesaistas savu precu zimju tiesibu
aizstavesanas procesd. Tai pasa laika statistika
neapsaubami liecina, ka diemzeél daudziem Latvijas
uznéméjiem joprojdm ir nepareizs prieksstats par
precu zimju izmantosanas un aizsardzibas Tpatnibam.
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2000

Both curves, the curve of oppositions and the curve of
opposed marks (Latvia), have similar nature: they are
upward. Yet, contrary to the corresponding EU curve, the
Latvian curve of opposed marks goes upwards more
swiftly than the opposition curve.

Thus, conclusions may be made that since 1997
Latvian businessmen have been more active in the course
of protection of their right in trademarks. At the same
time the data definitely festify that unfortunately many
domestic traders still have a wrong notion about the use
and protection of trademarks.
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DEPARTMENT
FOR EXAMINATION
OF INVENTIONS

The two years reviewed

IZGUDRQJUMU
EKSPERTIZES
NODALA

Parskata  aplukojamie

in this report have been the
final years of the first decade
for the Department of
Examination of Inventions,
and we shall bear it in mind
while viewing the statistical
data.

We can regard it as a
transition period fo a normal
patent  system.  Several
Erocedures have  been

rought fo their conclusion,
such as the re-registration of
the former USSR documents,
the registration of European
patents and the registration
of the pharmaceutical
products under the 1994
Agreement between the
US.A. and Llatvia. These
Erocedures were governed
y  various  provisions
regarding the grant of
patents while letting the
applicants  retain  their
intellectual property rights.

Nodalas vaditdjs Dr. Guntis Raméns
Head of the Department Dr. Guntis Raméns

divi gadi ari lzgudrojumu
eksperfizes nodalai ir tas
darbibas pirmas desmitga-
des nosledzosie gadi, tapéc
statistikas dati skafiti §7 no-
tikuma gaisma.

Var uzskafit, ka sis
periods ir bijis pdrejas
periods, lai tuvotos nor-
malai patentu sistemai. Ar
ieprieks teikto es domdju to,
ka ir beigusas vai iet vz
beigam tadas proceduras
ka gi]uéas PSRS dokumentu
parregistracija, Eiropas pa-
tentu  registracija  un
farmaceitisko  produktu
registracija  saskana ar
1994. gada Latvijas un ASV
ligumu, kuras paredzéja
atskirigus noteikumus pa-
fentu izsniegsanai, bet |ava
aftiecigo registracijas lugu-
mu iesniedzejiem saglabat
tiesibas uz savu infelektualo
ipasumu.

6. tabula. Pieteikumu sadalijums pa kategorijam 1992.-2001. g.
Table 6. Breakdown of Patent Applications by Categories. 1992-2001

1992|1993/ 199419951996 1997|1998 1999 2000 | 2001 | 1992-2001

Naciondie pieteikumi 143 | 318 | 243 | 253 | 213 | 173 1 200 | 102 | 112 | 123 | 1880

National applications

L"dﬂgﬂg fmgifig:j;fiiigﬁgff”‘”m‘ 73 | 155 | 179 | 210 | 196 | 162 | 195 | 91 | 98 | 117 1476

Starptautiskie pieteikumi (PCT)
Infernational applications (PCT)
Attiecindtie Eiropas patenta pieteikumi
Extended European patent applications
Starpsumma

Subtotal

Eiropas patentu registracija
Reggtroﬁon of European patents 3 12117121 | 23|29 |33 | 24|24 15 201

Parregistracijai iesniegtie

bijusas PSRS dokumenti

Former USSR documents filed

for re-registration

Farmaceitisko patentu registracija
Latvijas—ASV figuma ietvaros
Re%istration of Pharmaceutical patents
under the Latvian-USA Agreement
To skaitd ASV ipasnieku patenti

Including qpp|ic%ﬁons of B%A origin - - - 14 12
Kopéjais pieteikumu skaits
Total number of applications

- - 6 | 8 138 | 69 | 50 | 56 | 42 | 42 489
- - | 306 | 708 | 1709 1991 2832|3587 | 3714| 14847

143 | 318 | 249 | 645 | 1059 1951|2241 2990 3741 3879 17216

520 11079 - - - - - - - - 1599

- - |25 9% | - 2 - - - 123

- 2 - - - 28

666 1409 | 266 | 691 | 1178 1980|2276 301437653894 19139
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IZGUDROJUMI INVENTIONS
7. tabula. Izsniegto patentu skaits péc kategorijam 1993.-2001. g.
Table 7. Number of Granted Patents. Breakdown by Categories. 1993-2001

1993|1994|1995 1996 1997|1998 | 19992000 2001 | 1992-2001

Izsniegtie patenti, pamatojoties
uz nacionalajiem piefeikumiem
Granted patents for national applications

[zsniegtie patenti, pamatojoties

uz starptautiskajiem pieteikumiem (PCT)
Granted patents for internationa
applications (PCT)

Aftiecingtie Eiropas patenti

Extended European patents

Starpsumma

Subtotal

Registréti Eiropas patent

Registered European patents
Parregistretas bijusas PSRS autorapliecibas
Re-registrered author’s certificates

of the former USSR

Parregistreti bijusas PSRS F)ieteikumi
Re-regjistered applications of the former USSR
Registréti farmaceitiskie patenti
Latvijas—ASY figuma ietvaros

Regjistered pharmaceutical patents

under Latvian-USA Agreement

Kopéjais patentu skaits

Granted patents - fotal

- | 2]

- |21

355 | 337

355 | 373

6. un 7. tabula ir atrodami dati par iesniegto pietei-
kumu un izsniegto patentu skaitu parskata perioda, ka
ari salidzingjumam pievienoti dati par iepriekséjiem ga-
diem. Kopéjam iesniegto pieteikumu skaitam ir tendence
palielingties, galvenokart Eiropas patentu pieteikumu
dél. Izsniegto patentu skaits gada turpina saglabaties
iepriekseja limeni. Kopgjais dazadas procediras
izsniegto patentu skaits 2001. gada beigas ir sasniedzis
3775, no kuriem spéka vz 2001. gada beigam bija
1947. Sajos desmit gados, neskaitot parregistretos PSRS
dokumentus un Latvijas un ASV liguma ietvaros
iesniegtos pieteikumus, pieteikumus ir iesniegusi 1476
Latvijas pieteicgji un 1093 Grvalstu piefeicgii.

Lie|6iais arvalstu pieteicgju skaits, ka tas redzams
no 8. tabulas, ir no ASV, Vacijas, Sveices, Somijas,
Zviedrijas. Pavisam pieteikumi ir sanemti no 41 valsts,
ieskaitot tadas valstis ka Austrdlija, Indija, Horvatija,
Dienvidafrika, Kipra. Kas attiecas uz Latvijas piefeicéju
iesniegto pieteikumu relafivi lielo skaitu, gandriz 60%,
tomér vajadzetu nemt vérd, ka Latvijas Patentu likums
neparedz pilnas ekspertizes veiksanu un tapéc dala
pieteikumu neatbilst novitates, izgudrojuma limena
kriterijiem.

Apltkojot atseviskus pieteikumu veidus var iegit ne-
ties,u informdciju par stavokli Latvijas zindtné un rupnie-
ciba.

275

276

10
20

322

628

419 | 167 | 181 | 107 | 101 | 109 | 1380
79 | 133 | 68 | 47 | 49 | 49 | 426
— | 4 | 31|75 |163|142| 415
498 | 304 | 280 | 229 | 313 | 300 | 2221
44 |18 | 42| 29 | 13| 23 179
-l -1 -1-1-1- 712
200 - | - | - | -] - 547
2B(8 | 6| - | - | - 114
775 | 407 | 328 | 258 | 328 | 323 | 3775

Tables 6 and 7 contain data on the number of filed
applications and granted patents during the period of
review as well as in the previous years. The total amount
of filings is on the increase, mostly on account of
European patent applications, but the number of granted
patents remains on the same level as in the previous
years. The total number of patents granted under different
procedures had reached 3775 by the end of 2001 when
1947 of the granted patents were still valid. During this
ten-year period 1476 domestic applicants and 1093
foreign applicants have filed patent applications, not
including the re-registered USSR documents and the
applications filed under the Latvia-U.S.A. Agreement.

We can see in Table 8 that most foreign applicants
are from the U.S.A., Germany, Switzerland, Finland and
Sweden. Patent applications have been received from 41
countries in totcE including Australia, India, Croatia,
South Africa, Cyprus, efc. As for the comparatively large
number of domestic applications (almost 60% of the
total), we should bear in mind that the Patent Law of
Latvia does not provide for full examination therefore
some of the inventions might not comply with the novelty
and inventive step criteria.

We can indirectly derive information about Latvia’s
science and industry by looking at various types of patent
applications.

8. tabula. Izsniegto patentu skaits péc kategorijam 1993.-2001. g.
Table 8. Number of Granted Patents. Breakdown by Categories. 1993-2001
Parejas
v Us DE Fl CH SE FR RU GB Other
1476 325 169 64 64 59 53 47 43 269

16



INVENTIONS

National Applications

According to Table 6 the number of national
applications filed by domestic applicants has risen to
117 last year after the pronounced decrease in 1999
that was caused by the increase in patent fees. The
IFo||owing years will show if this tendency is going to
ast.

IZGUDROJUMI

Naciondlie pieteikumi

Ka redzams no 6. tabulas, tad Latvijas piefeicgju na-
ciondlo pieteikumu skaits pedgja gada, péc iesniegto pie-
teikumu krituma 1999. gada, Lcd tika paaugstindtas Pa-
tentu valdes nodevas, ir sacis atkal pamazam palielinties,
sasniedzot 117 pieteikumus gada. Vai ta bis pastaviga
tendence, radis nakamie gadi.

9. tabula.  Pieteikumu un patentu sadalijums péc Starptautiskas patentu klasifikacijas
Table 9.  Breakdown of Applications and Registered Patents by IPC Classes

SPK klase/IPC A B C D E F G H | Kopa/Total
Letvijas piefeicéju naciondlie piefeikumi
Domestic Applicafions 433 | 207 | 304 15 83 153 | 122 | 159 1476
Starptauiskie (PCT) pieteikumi | 150 | 46 | 171 | 11 | 36 | 21 | 31 | 23 489
Attiecindtie Eiropas patenti
Extended Europlgcn atents 87 61 189 4 19 14 21 17 415
Registretie Eiropas patenti 48 15 120 0 7 8 ) 1 207

Registered European Patents

The breakdown of domestic patent applications by IPC
classes (Table 9) shows that most applications are filed in
Class A (household objects, agricultural products and
medicine) and Class C (cLemiccﬂ substances and methods
of their production). The results indicate that food and
chemical industries are the most active sectors in Latvia.

International (PCT) Applications

Latvia has been a member state of the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) since 1993. The popularity of
this system has been growing rapidly during the last few
years. As of January 1, 2002, the Treaty embraced 116
countries. Latvian applicants have been using this system
since 1996 with about 5 filings per year, but in 2001 the
number of PCT applications of Latvian origin had reac-
hed 9. The PCT system is very convenient for domestic
applicants as it lets them file an application to all member
states at the same time for a reduced fee (which Latvia,
as a country of transitional economy, is eligible for) and
also have a novelty search done. The examiners of the
European Patent Office or the Patent Office of the
Russian Federation perform the search for Latvian
applicants. Thus the applicants receive sufficient
information about the inventions’ patentability and can
take adequate decisions about their further activities.

The low number of international applications coming
to Latvia during the last few years (slightly over 40) can
be accounted for by the possibility of extending
European patents to Latvia, which is cheaper. When
comparing the number of PCT filings by IPC classes, we
can see ﬁmat the greatest part o? applications fall in
classes C and A (mostly medicines in class A). This
proves that foreign cppﬁ,cants know which of Latvia’s
industries are competitive in the world market.

Extension of European Patent to Latvia

It has been possible to extend European Patents to
Latvia since May 1, 1995. The number on applications in-
dicating Latvia as a designated state had reached 3714 in
2001. Since 1995, when it became possible to request

Latvijas pieteicgju iesniegto pieteikumu sadalijums pa
klasém (9. tabula) nordda uz to, ka lielaka dala pieteiku-
mu tiek iesniegti A klasg, kur parsvard tie ir dazadi sadzi-
ves prieksmeti, lauksaimniecibas produktu izstradajumi un
medikamenti, C klasé, kura atrodamas kimiskas vielas un
fo iegsanas panémieni. Rezultdti rada, ka Latvija razosa-
na notiek galvenokart partikas un kimiskaja ropnieciba.

Starptavtiskie (PCT) pieteikumi

Latvija ir Patentu Kooperacijas liguma (PCT)
dalibvalsts kops 1993. gada. Sis sistemas popularitate
|oéo|é]os gados strauji aug. Uz 2002. gada 1. janvari
iguma ietvaros darbojas 116 valstis. Ari Latvijas
pieteicgji izmanto Sis sistemas prieksrocibas jau kops
1996. gada, kad gada vidgji tika iesniegti 5
pieteikumi, bet 2001. gada no Latvijas tika iesniegti
jau 9 pieteikumi. Latvijas pieteicgjiem $i sistema ir
izdeviga, o Jauj savlaicigi par saméra niecigu maksu
(ar atlaidem, ka valstij ar parejas ekonomiku) iesniegt
pieteikumu vienlaicigi uz visam dalibvalsfim, iegdstot
novitates meklejumu rezultatus. Meklgjumus Latvijas
pieteicgjiem veic Eiropas un Krievijas Patentu iestazu
eksperti. Tadejadi pieteicgjs iegUst pietiekosi precizu
informaciju par sava izgudrojuma patentspgju, kura
lauj vinam izvéleties talako darbibas planu.

Latvija ienakoso Starptautisko pieteikumu skaits nav
liels, pedéjos gados nedaudz vairak par 40 gada, kas
izskaidrojams ar iespéju pieteicéjom izvéléties letaku
celu, attiecinot Eiropas patentu uz Latviju. Salidzinot
sos iendkosos pieteiEumus a klasém var konstatet, ka
lieloka dala ir C un A klasés. A klase galvenokart
medikamenti. Tatad Grzemju pieteicéji loti labi zina,
kuras nozares Latvijas rUpnieciba pagaidam ir
konkurétspejigas pasaules tirga.

Eiropas patenta attiecinGSana vz Latviju

Kops 1995. gada 1. maija ir iesp&jams attiecinat
Eiropas patentu uz Latviju. Pieteikumu skaits, kuros
noraditd valsts ir Latvija 2001. gada sasniedza 3714.
Kops 1995. gada, kad kluva iespgjoma loguma
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iesniegsana par Eiropas patenta attiecindsanu vz
Latviju, to izdarit vargja 1304 gadijumos. lesniegti tika
434, kas ir 33% no izsniegtajiem Eiropas patentiem,
kuros noradita valsts ir ari Latvija. Nav zinams, cik
liels skaits pieteikumu, kuros noradita Latvija, tika
noraiditi.

Kas aftiecas uz aftiecinato patentu sadalijumu pa
klasem, tad tas ir vél vairak izteikts par labu C klasei,
kur attiecingto patentu skaits sosniecﬁ gandriz pusi no
to kopgja skaita.

Katra gadijuma attiecinGsanas procedira veicingja
iepazisanos ar Eiropas patentu sistemu un tapec
paredzetd pievienosanas Eiropas Patentu konvencijai
tuvakaja nakotné neradis lielas problémas.

VARDS NODALAS
DARBINIEKIEM

Lielako ieguldijumu nodalas darba ir devusi tas 3
darbinieki — Mara Rozenblate, kuras darbibas laucins
ir biologija un medicina, Falikss Grunsbergs — kimija
un Janis Ratenieks — tehniskas nozares, e?ekfrlbq un
fizika. Visi vini ir stradaijusi gandriz no pasa Patentu
valdes darbibas atjaunosanas sakuma. Tapéc talak, lai
rund vini pasi.

Mara Rozenblate:

lidzigi ka citas valsfis, ari Latvijd lieldka dala
patentu ir tadas cilveka dzivei svarigds jomds ka
farmacija, partikas  ropnieciba un, protams,
biotehnologija. Arzemju kompdnijas un' zinatniskas
iestades ir patentejusas genehskl modificétus mikro-
organismus un snu linijas, kas producé dazadus fer-
mentus un hormonus, kas izmantojami medicing,
veterindrija un rUpnieciba. Ir patentéti dazi transgeni
dzivnieki — farmaceitiski derigu vielu producétaii, ka
ari transgéns augs — kartupelis, ar izmainitu fermenta
olfa—ami?azi kodgjoso génu. Ari Latvijas zinatnieki un
uznémumi ir patent&jusi vairakus interesantus izgudro-
jumus. Patentets
ir pretvirusu pre-
arats Larifans,
Eos ir labs lidzek-
lis pret herpes
virusu infekciju,
komerciali veiks-
migi ir vairaki
uznémuma Bio-
efekts  razotie
augu  kaiteklu
apkarosanas
lidzekli,  kuru
sastava ir jauni
mikroorganismu
celmi. Sajos
desmit gchos
Latvijas zinatnie-
ki un uznémumi
ir patentejusi ari

Galvena eksperte Mara Rozenblate
Senior examiner Mara Rozenblate
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extension of European Patents to Latvia, it could have been
done in 1304 cases. Actually 434 requests for extension
to Latvia have been filed that constitute 33% of the granted
European Patents which had Latvia as a designated state.
We have no information about the number of applications
designating Latvia that have been refused.

As regards the breakdown of extended European
Patents by IPC classes, the predominance of class C is
even more pronounced as almost half of the extended
patents fall in this class.

The extension procedure has greatly facilitated our
acquaintance with the European patent system and
therefore we do not expect the envisaged Latvia's
accession fo the European Patent Convention fo cause
any noticeable problems.

THE FLOOR IS GIVEN TO THE
EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT

The most significant contribution to the department’s
work has been given by its three staff members — Mrs.
Mara Rozenblate whose field of work is biology and
medicine, Mr. Felikss Grunsbergs — chemistry and Mr.
Janis Ratenieks — technology, electricity and physics. All
of them have been working at the Patent Office from the
very beginning. Let them speak for themselves.

Mara Rozenblate:

Most patents in Latvia, as well as in other countries,
pertain to the spheres relating fo human necessities, such
as pharmacy, food industry and biotechnology. Forelgn
companies and scientific institutions have patented
genetically modified microorganisms and cell lines that
produce various enzymes and hormones for use in
medical and veferinary science and industry. Several
transgenic animals capable of producing pharmaceut-
ically useful substances have been patented, as well as a
transgenic plant - a potato with a modified alpha-amylase
encoding gene. Domestic scientists and companies have
also  patented
several inferesting
inventions.  An
anti-viral  drug
Lariphan has been
patented that is a
good remedy for
herpes viral infec-
tion. LLC Bioefekts
produces  com-
mercially
successful prepa-
rations for prc)lnt
pest control
containing  new
microbial strains.
During the last ten
years  Latvia’s
scientists ~ and
enterprises have
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patented many other inferesting inventions but they have
been forced fo let their patents lapse before the expiration
of their term as the conditions are not favourable for
infroducing new developments info national economy.

Félikss Grunsbergs:

Considering the decrease in the proportion of appli-
cations that are filed directly with the Patent Office of
Latvia as compared to the growing number of extended
European Patents, the number
of directly filed patent

plications in the field of
Emlsfry has also been
decreasing each year. In the
sphere o? technical organic
chemistry Latvia’s chemists
had concentrated mostly on
production of high octane
number fuel, production of
bioethanol and denatured
ethyl alcohol, as well as
processing of heavy hydro-
carbons (5 inventions) in
2000-2001. Another notable
trend in this sphere has been
protective coating of metal
surfaces (4 inventions) -
organic coatings, electro-
chemical plating methods,
anti-friction lubricants and
ferrous  metal  corrosion
inhibitors. In the field of fine
organic synthesis one of the
most interesting was an
invention dealing with tertiary
alcohols of adamantane that
stems from the antiviral
medicine Remantadine.

Janis Ratenieks:

Hoare's Law of Large Problems from Arthur Bloch’s
“Murphy’s Law and Other Reasons Why Things Go
Wrong” reads as follows: “Inside every large problem is
a small problem struggling o get out”. Patent applicants
have their large and small prolﬁems too. Some applicants
are interested in protecting their business from
competitors, others — in solving energy problems by
creating an engine that would make use of costless
energy sources by exploiting gravity or other fundamental
laws of nature. The idea of “perpetuum mobile” never
dies either. There are “inventors” that pass somebody
else’s inventions as their own, and then, taking advantage
of the fact that the original inventions are not protected by
patents in Latvia, they try to force the manufacturers pay
them compensation %r using their spurious inventions.

During the last decade the company Baltaruta (that
was later transformed into the Latvian-Norwegian joint
venture Baltnorvesf) was holding the leading position in
the field of mechanics with a series of inventions

Galvenais eksperts Dr. Félikss Grunsbergs
Senior examiner Dr. Félikss Grunsbergs

IZGUDROJUMI

citus interesantus izgudrojumus, tacu bijusi spiesti par-
traukt patenta uzturésanu speka priekslaicigi, trokstot
labvéligiem nosacijumiem jaunu izstradnu ieviesanai
tautsaimnieciba.

Félikss Grunsbergs:

Nemot véra visparigo tendenci — izgudrojumu
fieso pieteikumu Tpatsvara samazinasanos Latvija uz
aftiecindto Eiropas patentu skaita pleougumo rekina,
katru gadu samazinas ari
tiesi pieteikto izgudrojumu
skaits  kimijas  nozare.
Tehniskas organiskas
kimijas lauka 2000.-2001.
gada  Latvijas  kimiku
uzmaniba ir virzita Uz
augsta  oktanskaitla  deg-
vielas iegisanu, bioetanola
un denaturéta etilspirta
iegusanu, ka ari smago
ogludenrazu apstradi (5
|zguo|r0|um|) Otrs virziens
sajd jomd ir metalu virsmu
aizsargparklajumi (4 izgud-
rojumi) — gan organiskie
parklajumi, gan e?ektrokl-
miskds metodges parklajumu
uznesanai, gan berzi
scmozinoEas smérvielas,
gan melno metalu korozijas
inhibitori. Smalkas orga-
niskds sintézes joma ka
inferesantakais atzim&jams
izgudrojums par adaman-
tana tres&jiem spirtiem, kura
saknes iestiepjas pretvirusu
prepardta  remantadina
laucinos.

Janis Ratenieks:

“Katras lielas prob|émqs ieksieneé sed maza
“problémina”, kas censas izlauzties laukd” - ta skan
Hora lielo prob|emu likums no A. Bloha apkopotajiem
“Merfija likumiem un paré&jiem iemesliem, kapéc
daudz kas notiek nepareizi”. Problémas  un
“probléminas” ir ari izgudrojumu pieteicgjiem. Vienus
interesé, ka aizsargat savu biznesu un nelaut to darit
konkurenhem citus — ka atrisinat energehskas
problémas, radot dzingju, kura patérétd energija neko
nemaksd, izmantojot h|<o| un vienigi gravitdcijas vai
citus fundamentdlos dabas likumus. Mazam dziva ir
ari “perpetuum mobile” ideja. Ir ari “izgudrotaii”, kas
piesaka citu izgudrojumus ka savus un, izmantojot to,
ka tie Latvija juridiski nav aizsargati ar patentiem,
mégina izspiest no razotdjiem kompensaciju par viltus
izgudrojuma izmantosanu.

Saja desmitgadé mehdnikas nozaré ka nozimigaka
atziméjama izgudrojumu sérija veja energetika, kur
liderpozicijas pieder firmai Baltaruta, kas gadu gaita
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transforméjds par Latvijas un
Norvégijas kopuznémumu
Baltnorvest.

Jaatzimé ari S. Miropoleca
divi izgudrojumi Hidropie-
dzina un Rotordzingjs, kur
augstad  tehniska  liment
istenots jauns automobila
sajoga variants, ka ari
Vankela dzingja jauns va-
riants. Ar tiesu autora
lidzdalibu Kaluga (Krievijas
Federdcija) notikusas
hidrosajuga ekspluatacijas
parbaudes, darba procesa
radot vél virkni uz|c|Eoiumu.

No individualajiem pie-
teicgjiem vél jaatzimé prof. J.
Greivula  (RTU)  radosa
aktivitate, kas sadarbiba ar
VAS latvijas Dzelzcels un
saviem studentiem, iesniedzis
daudzus izgudrojumu pietei-
kumus. Visi tie saisfiti ar
elektrodzingju un elektro-
transporta dazadu vadibas
un kontroles sistemu darbu.

Galvenais eksperts Dr. Janis Ratenieks
Senior examiner Dr. Janis Ratenieks

pertaining fo wind energy.

We siou|o| also point out
two inventions by
S. Miropolets - Hydraulic
Drive anJ) Rotary Engine which
represent a new version of an
automobile clutch and a new
version of a Wankel engine,
both performed on a verygfmigh
technical level. The author has
participated in the operation
tests of the hydraulic clutch in
Kaluga (Russian Federation)
introducing additional impro-
vements in the process.

Among individual appli-
cants Pro? J. Greivulis from
Riga Technical  University
should be marked who, in
collaboration with the SJSC
Latvijas Dzelzcels and his
students, has filed many patent
applications. Al of his
inventions are related fo control
systems of electric motors and
electric fransportation.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRADEMARKS AND INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

DEPARTMENT OF
TRADEMARKS AND

INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS
1992-2001

The Department of Trademarks and Industrial Designs
has been developing and improving over the years just
like other Patent Office’s departments. Its main tasks have
been to register trademarks in Latvia, to develop and
carry out the necessary procedures related to trademark
registration and fo deal with the theoretical and practical
aspects of trademark registration and protection.

PRECU ZIMJU UN DIZAINPARAUGU NODALA

PRECU ZIMJU UN

DIZAINPARAUGU NODALA
1992.-2001.

Patentu valdes Precu zimju un dizainparaugu no-
dala ir affisfijusies un pilnveidojusies lidzigi paréjam
Patentu valdes nodalam, par saviem galvenajiem vz-
devumiem uzskatot precu zimju registraciju Latvija, ar
so registraciju saisfito proceduru izstradi un nodrosi-
nasanu, ka ari ar precu zimju registraciju, biezi ari
plascka nozimé - ar precu zimju aizsardzibu —
saisfito praktisko un teorétisko jautajumu risinasanu
Latviia,

Pre¢u zimju un dizainparaugu nodalas darbinieku skaits (1992.-2001. g.)

7. zim.
Fig. 7 Staff of the Department of Trademarks and Industrial Designs (1992-2001)
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In March 1992 just one person launched the
department’s work, but during the following 10 years the
number of employees has increased to 12. At the end of
2001 ten of the employees were working full time and two
— part time. The department has been split in two sections
in accordance with the basic flows of trademark
applications. The Section of National Trademarks
examines the frademark applications filed directly with the
Patent Office under the so-called national procedure, while
the Section of International Trademarks deals with the
applications that are forwarded to Latvia as a member
state of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks (since January 1, 1995)
and of the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement
Concerning the Infernational Registration of Marks (since
January 5, 2000) by the International Office in Geneva.

The Department of Trademarks and Industrial
Designs devoted the first three years mostly fo re-
registration of about 9500 trademarks of the former
USSR. This was a good lesson in mastering the key issues
of frademark registration. The process ofg re-registration
helped examiners better understand the basic principles
of the International Classification of Goods and Services
for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks under the
Nice Agreement (Nice Classification), let them gain some
knowledge of the International Classification of the
Figurative Elements of Marks under the Vienna
Agreement (Vienna Classification), helped them lay
down the formal requirements with respect to several
procedural documents, and to gain cerfain experience
on absolute grounds for refusing trademark registration.

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

1992. gada marta nodalas darbibu aizsaka viens
cilvaks, bet desmit gadu laika darbinieku skaits ir
pleoud2|s lidz 12, no kuriem 2001. gada beigds 10
straddija pilnu, bet 2 - nepilnu darba dienu. Nodala
atbilstosi precu zimju pletelkumu sanemsanas aitai
izveidoti divi sektori. Naciondlo precu zimju sektora
kompetencé ir to precu zimju pieteikumu izskafisana,
kuri nepastarpingti tiek sanemti Patentu valde péc ta
saukids naciondlds procediras. Savukart Starptautisko
precu zimju sektora kompetencé ir to zimju pieteikumu
izskafisana, kurus Latvija ka Madrides noliguma par
zimju starptautisko registraciju (kops 1995. gada 1.
janvéra) un Madrides noliguma par zimju starptautisko
registraciju protokola (kops 2000. gada_5. janvara)
dalibvalsts sanem no Starptautiska biroja Zenéva.

Pirmos  tris gadus Precu zimju un dizainparaugu
nodala savus spekus galvenokart koncentrgja bijusds
PSRS apmeram 9500 precu Zimju_ parreg|sfracqc| Ta
bija Joti laba skola daudzu ar precu zimju registraciju
saisfit pamatjautdjumu apgusanai, — parregistracija
palidz&ja saprast Precu un pakalpojumu starptautiskas
klasifikacijos  (Nicas klosiFkaciios) uzbives
pamatprincipus, |ovo apgut Zimju ﬁgurohvo elementu
starptautisko  klasifikaciju  (Vines  klasifikdciju),
palidzéja noformulét formalas prasibas pret
atseviskiem procediras dokumentiem, ka ari gt
zindmu pieredzi par precu zimju registracijas
obso|uto||em atteikuma iemesliem.

Ar merki mazingt nevajadzigus pdrpratumus
aftiectbd vz parregistrejomo un no |ounc1 pletelkto
precu zimju savstarpéjiem konfliktiem, jauno precu
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Zimju pieteikumu izskafisana netika uzsakta, iekams
nebija izskatiti vairums bijusas PSRS precu zimju
parregistracijas pieteikumu un to agrakas tiestbas
tadejadi nostiprinatas LR Valsts precu zimju registra.
Tikai kops 1995. gada, kad bija veikti ari
nepieciesamie sagatavosands darbi  saisfiba ar
ekspertizes  kriteriju izstradi un datu  bazes
pilnveidosanu, precu zimju pieteikumu ekspertize un
registracija notiek saskand ar Latvijas 1993. gada
likum& Par precu zimém noteikto procediru. Lielais
parregistréjamo zimju skaits un ar pilnas procediras
apguvi saistitas grofibas bija radijusas técﬁj situdiciju,
ka misu dcur%?bos saLotnéia perioda  zimju
registracijas gaita ievérojami atpalika no vélama
tempa. Sanemto pieteikumu  izskafisana ieilga vz
daudziem ménesiem. Pasreiz stavoklis ir ievérojami
uzlabojies, tacu idedls eksperfizes temps vél nav
pandkis.

Lidzigd sectba — vispirms bijusas PSRS aizsar-
dzibas dokumentu parregistracija, tad ekspertize un
registracija saskana ar Latvijas Republikas likumu -
notikusi ari dlzomporougu pieteikumu izskafisana.

Nemot véra, ka 1993. gada likums Par precu
zimém saturéja dozas nepietiekami izstraddtas un ne
vienmar  starptautiskajai praksei detalas pilnigi
atbilstosas normas, 1998. gada tika sagatavots jauns
likums Par precu zimém un geografiskds izcelsmes
noradem, kurs staids speka 1999. gada 15. julijé.
Lidzigu iemeslu dél paslaik noris darbs pie jauna
Dizainparaugu aizsardzibas likuma izstrades.

Eksperfizes kriteriju un pieteikumu procediras
pilnveidosana ir nofikusi visus sos gadus un turpinds
art tqgod nemot vera Patentu valdes ApelGCI|GS
padomes lemumus apelaciju lietds un visai akfivo tiesu
prok5| precu zimju joma, ka ari izmantojot arvalsty
pieredzi. lkdienas darbs plecu pie pleca ar citu Patentu
valdes nodalu specidlistiem un ropnieciskd ipasuma
praktikiem — patentpilnvarotajiem un precu zimju
agentiem — ir palidzéjis profesionali izaugt un
nostiprinaties nodalas kolekfivam. Nodalas darbinieku
profesionalas izglitosanas joma lieli nopelni ir
Zviedrijas Patentu iestadei, kuras specidlisti 1993.,
1994. un 1995. gada dali]és sava pieredzé gan par
precu un pakalpojumu klasifikaciju, gan par precu
zimju ekspertizes jautajumiem. Tapat nozimigi ir bijusi
Eiropas Patentu iestades vaditas RIPP (Regional
Intellectual Property Programme) programmas ietvaros
rikotie seminari, ka ari vizites Sveices, Beniluksa valstu,
Francijas, Austrijas, Vacijos, L|e|br|ton||as un
Norvégijas  ripnieciskd Tpasuma  aizsardzibas
iestades, ka ari pédejos gados — leks&ja tirgus
harmonizacijas iestade (OHIM) Alikante, kas registre
Eiropas Kopienas precu zimes. Ta rezultata visi
nodalas ilggadigie darbinieki ir kluvusi par labiem
specidlistiem rupnieciskd Tpasuma joma.

Nodalas darbinieki reguldri piedalijusies Pasaules
intelektuala ipasuma organizacijas (WIPO) rlkot0|qs
Nicas Savienibas (Nicas noligums par precu un
pakalpojumu  starptautisko  klasifikaciju  zimju
registracijai) Sagatavosanas darba grupas  sesijas,
ekspertu sanaksmés par plasi pazistamu precu zimju
aizsardzibas  harmonizdaciju, darba  grupas
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In order to prevent any unwanted misunderstandings
with regard to possible conflicts between the re-registered
trademarks of the former USSR and newly registered tra-
demarks, the examination of new trademark applications
was not started until most of the re-registration applica-
tions had been examined and their earlier rights were
fixed in the State Trademarks Register of the Republic of
Latvia. Starting with 1995, when the necessary arrange-
ments were made to develop examination criteria and to
improve the database, the trademark examination and
registration was performed in compliance with the
procedures fixed by the Law on Trademarks of 1993. In
the beginning the great amount of re-registered
trademarks and the (? ifficulties with mastering the full
procedure caused a situation where trademark
registration was lagging behind the desirable rate. Exami-
nation of the accepted applications was delayed by seve-
ral months. The situation has considerably improved now,
but the ideal examination pace has not been reached yet.

Examination of applications for the protection of
industrial designs went along similar lines — first re-
registration of the former USSR designs, then exami-
nation and registration of new industrial designs under
the provisions of the Law on Industrial Design Protection.

Considering that the Law on Trademarks of 1993
contained some provisions that were not in full
compliance with the international practices, a new Law
on Trademarks and Indications of Geographical Origin
was drafted in 1998 that entered info F(c;)rce on July 15,
1999. For the same reason we are now working on a
new Law on Industrial Design Profection.

The filing procedure and the examination criteria have
been constantly improved over the years faking into
consideration the decisions of the Patent Office’s Board of
Appeals and the extensive court practices with respect to
trademarks, as well as foreign experience. Daily work side
by side with colleagues from other Patent Office’s
departments, as well as industrial property practitioners —
patent attorneys and frademark agents — has helped the
department's staff improve their professional skills and
consolidate the collective. Credit for professional
instruction of the department's employees should go the
Swedish Patent Office, as its specialists shared their
experience in classification of goods and services and in
trademark examination in 1993, 1994 and 1995. The
seminars organized by the European Patent Organization
within the ?ramework of the RIPP (Regional Intellectual
Property Programme) have also been very useful, just like
visits to the Industrial Property Offices of Switzerland, the
Benelux countries, France, Austria, Germany, the United
Kingdom and Norway, as well as — during the last few
years — fo the Office of Harmonization in the Internal
Market (OHIM) in Alicante that registers Community
trademarks. This has helped all long-term employees of the
department become good specialists of industrial property.

The employees o? the Department of Trademarks and
Industrial Designs have often participated in the sessions
of the Preparatory Working Group of the Nice Union
(Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classifi-
cation of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the
Registration of Marks) organized by WIPO, in the sessions
of the Committee of Experts on Well-Known Marks, in the
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meetings of the Working Group on the Modification of the
Common Regulation Under Madrid Agreement Concer-
ning the International Registration of the Marks and the
Protocol Relating to the Agreement, in symposiums on the
infernational protection of geographical indications, in the
sessions of the Standing Committee on the Law of
Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical
Indications, as well as in the OHIM Licison meetings.

TRADEMARKS

The Latvian Patent Office’s trademark-related
activities in 2000 and 2001 have continued the
previously done work related to the examination of
regular trademark applications (the applications filed
under national procedure, as well as international
registrations under the Madrid Agreement Concerning
the Infernational Registration of Marks and the Protocol
Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks). That resu|tec]q in a
considerable increase in the number of trademark
registrations that are valid in Latvia. By the end of 2001
this number had reached 52 500.

Trademark Re?istruii n
under National Procedure

1962 applications from 50 countries were received
under national procedure in 2000, and 2027 applications

sanaksmés, kas izstrada grozijumus starptautisko
precu zimju registracijas noteikumos, simpozijos par
Jeografisko nordzu starptautisko aizsardzibu, Precu
zimju, dizainparaugu un geografisko nordzu
pastavigds komitejas  sesijas, ka ari OHIM
organizetajas sazinas sanaksmes (Liaison meetings).

PRECU ZIMES

2000. un 2001. gads LR Patentu valdes darbiba
precu zimju jomad ir bijis turpingjums jau ieprieks
iesaktajom regularo precu zimju pieteikumu
izskafisanas darbam gan attiecibd uz nacionalaja
procedird iesniegtajiem  pieteikumiem, gan
starptautiskajam registracijam, kas stajusas speka
saskana ar Madrides noligumu par zimju starptautisko
registraciju un Madrides noliguma par zimju
starptautisko registraciju protokolu. Ta rezultata
ievérojami pieaudzis Latvija spekd esoso precu zimju
registraciju kopskaits, un 2001. gada beigas tas bija
apmeéram 52 500 precu zimes.

Precv zimju registracijo

r I
péc nacionalds proceduras

2000. gada saskand ar naciondlo registracijas
procediru tika iesniegti 1962 precu zimju pieteikumi
no 50 valstim, 2001. gada - 2027 precu zimju
pieteikumi no 52 valstim. Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumu

.,

No kreisas: tehnikis Justs Junkulis, galvena eksperte Karina Kropa, Nacionalo precu zimju sektora vaditajs Normundls

Lamsters, eksperte Krisfine Vilkina, galvena eksperte Anda Briede, eksperts Janis Ziemelis.
From the left: technician Justs Junkulis, senior examiner Karina Kropa, Head of the National Trademark Sector Normunds
Lamsters, examiner Krifine Vl;/[(ina, senior examiner Anda Briede, examiner Janis Ziemelis.
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starp 2000. gada iesniegtajiem ir 995 jeb 50,7%,
2001. gada - 1062 pieteikumi jeb 52,4%. Ka
redzams, pedéjos gados Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumu
skaits ir nostabilizéjies apméram 50% limeni no
nacionalds  registracijas  procediras  karfiba
iesniegtajiem pieteikumiem, ka ari apméram 14%
[imeni no visiem — gan péc naciondlas proceduras,
gan saskand ar starptautisko registraciju sanemtajiem
precu zimju pieteikumiem.

DEPARTMENT OF TRADEMARKS AND INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

from 52 countries in 2001. 995 of the applications filed in
2000 were of Latvian origin, that constituted 50.7% of the
fotal number of filings; in 2001 - it was 1062 applications
or 52.4%. During the last few years the proportion of do-
mesfic applications has been around 50% of the fotal
amount of trademark applications filed under national pro-
cedure, and around 14% of the total amount of filings - i.e.,
both, applications received under national procedure and
under the provisions governing infernational registration.

10. tabula. Preéu zimju registracija Latvijas Republika péc nacionalas procediras 2000.-2001. gada

Table 10.

Precu szLu registracijas pieteikumu kopskaits
Trademark registration applications — total

No tiem Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumi
Including domestic applications

Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total
Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumi
Foreign applications
Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total
Registretas precu zimes
Registered trademarks

Speka esoso precu zimju registraciju skaits gada beigas
umber of valid trademark registrations at the end ot year

Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumu vidu lielakais skaits jo-
projam ir no Amerikas Savienotajam Valsfim — 2000.
gocja 433 (22,1%), bet 2001. gada - 408 (20,1%),
Lielbritanijas — attiecigi 71 (3,6%) un 56 (2,8%), ka ari
Zviedrijas — 64 (3,3%) un 35 (1,7%). Vacijas, Francijas,
Sveices, ltdlijos, Beniluksa valstu un Somijas piefeicéii
pdrsvard izmanto $o valstu precu zimju Tpasniekiem daudz
ertako iespéju — starptautisko precu zimju registraciju.

11. tabula.
Table 11.

2000

Naciondlaja procedira

DE LV |FR |CH | BX

National procedure 45 (995|118 | 36 | 40
o oe 1582~ |523 | 505 | 448
Kop 1627995 | 541 | 541 | 488

2001 LV | DE |CH | US | FR
Noclondle precectit 102, 56 | 31 | 408 | 14
DI procedi |~ 905|476 - 353
Kopa 1062|961 | 507 | 408 | 367
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Trademark Registration under National Procedure 2000-2001

2000 2001
1962 2027
995 1062

50,7% 52,4%
967 965

49,3% 47 ,6%
2068 1660

26313 27965

Among foreign applications the greatest number
comes from USA - 433 (22.1%) in 2000, and 408
(20.1%) in 2001, United kingdom - 71 (3.6%) and 56
(2.8%) respectively, and Sweden - 64 (3.3%) and 35
(1.7%). Applicants from Germany, France, Switzerland,
ltaly, the Benelux countries and Finland prefer
international trademark registration that is much more
convenient for frademark holders from these countries.

Pre¢u zimju pieteikumu sadalijums pa izcelsmes zemém 2000.-2001. gada (akfivakas 15 valstis)
Breakdown of Trademark Applications by Origin in 2000-2001 (15 most active countries)

US| IT |SE | FI |AT GB | ES  PL RU |DK
433 | - |64 46 | 3 |71 |10 |14 |24 |16
- 364|145 (139 149 | 78 (106 | 94 | 84 | 90
433 1364 1209 1185|152 | 149 | 116 1108 | 108 | 106
BX | IT |SE GB | FI DK |PL AT HU|ES
59 |3 5 |31 176 | - | - | 4
309 {273 1115 90 | 111|121 |132 112|104 | 97
362|282 150 | 147 | 142|138 | 138 | 112 | 104 | 101
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8. zim. 2000. gads
Fig. 8 Year 2000
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9. zim. 2001. gads
Fig. 9 Year 2001
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Starptautiskds precv zimes

Kops 2000. gada 5. janvdra Latvija ir ne tikai
Madrides noliguma par precu zimju starptautisko
registraciju (turpmak — Madrides noligums), bet ari
Madrides noliguma par precu zimju starptautisko
registraciju protokola (turpmak — Madkrides protokols)
dalibvalsts. Sis fakts atspogulojas ari precu zimju
pieteikumu sadalijuma starp nacionalo un starptautisko

No kreisas stav: starptautisko precu zimju sektora vaditdja Baiba Graube, (-ekslpe-rls

DEPARTMENT OF TRADEMARKS AND INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

International Trademarks

Since January 5, 2000, Latvia has been a member
state not only of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International  Registration of Marks (the Madrid
Agreement), but also of the Protocol Relating to the Madrid
Agreement Concerning the Infernational Registration of
Marks (the Madrid Protocol). This has inelﬁjenced the
distribution of filings under the national and the

Martins Zelmenis, nodalas vaditdja Dace

Liberte, galvend eksperte Liga Rinka. No kreisds séz: galvenais eksperts—padomnieks Janis Ancitis, galvend eksperte Maira Egle.
Standing from the left: Head of the International Trademark Sector Baiba Graube, examiner Martins Zelmenis, Head of the Department
Dace Liberte, senior examiner Liga Rinka. Sitting from the left: senior expert-counsellor Janis Ancitis, senior examiner Maira Egle.

procediru — ja 1998. un 1999. gada starptautiskas
precu zimes sastadija apméram 60% no kopégja
pieteikumu skaita, tad 2000. un 2001. gada - jau
apméram 70%. Tas izskaidrojams ar to, ka Madrides
protokola dalibvalstis ir ari, pieméram, Lielbritanija,
Zviedrija, Somija, Danija, Lietuva, Igaunija, ari Japdna
— valstis, kuras nav Madrides noliguma dalibnieces, un
no $im valsfim pirms 2000. gada 5. janvara precu
Zimju pieteikumus Latvija sanéma tikai péc naciondlas
procediras.

infernational procedure. In 1998 and 1999 the ratio of
infernational applications was around 60% of the total
amount of filings, but in 2000 and 2001 it had risen to
around 70%. This can be accounted for by the fact that
several countries, like the United Kingcﬁ;m, Sweden,
Finland, Denmark, Lithuania, Estonia and Japan are mem-
ber states of the Madrid Protocol, while not being members
of the Madrid Agreement. Before January 5, 2000,
trademark applications from the above mentioned
countries were only received under the national procedure.

12. tabula. Starptautisko precu zimju izplafiba uz Latvijas Republiku 2000. un 2001. gada
Table 12.  International Trademarks Relating fo the Republic of Latvia 2000-2001

Jaunas starptautiskas registracijas
New international registrations

Agraku starptautisko registraciju teritorialie paplasingjumi
Territorial extensions of earlier international registrations

Starptautisko zimju kopskaits ar aizsardzibu Latvija
International marks protected in Latvia — fotal
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2000 2001
4085 5022
686 674
4771 5696
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More than two thirds of the trademark registration
applications in 2000 and 2001 are constituted by marks
that have become valid under the provisions of the
Madrid Agreement and the Madrid Protocol. 4771
international trademarks have gained protection in
Latvia in 2000, and 5696 in 2001 (70.9% and 73.8% of
the total number of applications respectively). 4085 of
them were new registrations, and 686 - territorial
extensions in 2000. In 2001 there were 5022 new regis-
trations and 674 territorial extensions. The dynamics of
incoming international marks is still on the increase.

Just like in the previous period of review, Germany
prevails in the distribution of international trademarks b
place of origin, followed by France, Swifzerlanc}:
Benelux states and Italy. The above-mentioned countries
are followed by Austria, Sweden, Finland and Spain.

Latvia’s trademark holders express inferest in
obtaining trademark protection abroad through
infernational registration. 45 infernational registrations
of Latvian origin have entered into force in 2000, and 44
in 2001. Traditionally the designated countries most
often mentioned by Latvia’s applicants in their
international trademark registrations are the Russian
Federation, the Ukraine, Belarus, Poland and Germany,
but since Latvia’s accession to the Madrid Protocol our
neighbouring countries Lithuania and Estonia have
become the leaders in this respect.

PRECU ZIMJU UN DIZAINPARAUGU NODALA

Tatad vairak ka divas tresdalas no 2000. un 2001.
gada precu zimju registracijas pieteikumiem sastada
saskand ar Madrides noligumu un Madrides protokolu
speka stajusds zimes. Pavisam 2000. gada
aizsardzibu Latvija ieguvusas 4771, bet 2001. gada -
5696 starptautiskas precu zimes (attiecigi 70,9% un
73,8% no kopéja pieteikumu skaita). No sa kopskaita
2000. gada 4085 ir jaunas registracijas, bet 686 -
teritorid?ie paplasingjumi. 2001. gada attiecigi 5022 -
jaunas registracijas, bet 674 - teritorialie paplasing-
jumi. Tatad iendkoso starptautisko zimju kopégja skaita
dinamika joprojam ir ar pieaugosu raksturu.

Starptautisko precu zimju izcelsmes dalijuma tapat
ka iepriekséjos gados izteikti dominé Vacija, kurai
seko Francija, Sveice, Beniluksa valstis un ltalija. Tam
seko Austrija, Zviedrija, Somija un Spanija.

Latvijas precu zimju ipasnieki apliecina interesi ari
par zimju aizsardzibas iegUsanu arvalstis ar
starptautiskas  registracijos palidzibu. 2000. gada
stajusas speka 45 starptautiskas registracijas ar
Latvijas izcelsmi, bet 2001. gada — 44. Jau tradicionali
Latvijos pieteicgju starptautiski registrétajas precu
zimés ka attiecingjuma valstis visbiezak noraditas
Krievijas Federdcija, Ukraina, Baltkrievija, Polija un
Vacija, bet kops Latvijas pievienosands Madrides
protokolam par izteikiam liderem sai zina kluvusas
kaiminvalstis Lietuva un Igaunija.

13. tabula. Latvijas izcelsmes sfarlf(vfauﬁski registrétas precu zimes (Madrides nolfiguma

un ar to saisfita protokola ietvaros)

Table 13.
and the Madrid Protocol)
Gads

Year 1995

Registretas precu zimes 4
Registered trademarks

1996

13

10. zim.
Fig. 10

45
40
35
30
25
20

OI'I

15
1995 1996 1997

o O

International Trademark Registrations of Latvian Origin (under the Madrid Agreement

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
31 27 18 45 44
1998 1999 2000 2001
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14. tabula. Preéu zimju pieteikumu/registraciju skaits Latvija 1992.-2001. gada

Table 14.

Number of Trademark Applications/Registrations (1992-2001)

1992 (1993 11994 11995 11996 11997 | 1998 | 1999 |2000 (2001

Precu zimLu pieteikumi
Trademark applications

Nacionalaja procedira 5621 | 9194 | 2854

Under national procedure

Madrides savienibas ietvaros
Under Madrid system

Kopa 5621 | 9194 | 2854

Total
Registretas precu zimes
Registered trademarks

Nacionalaja procedura 1819 | 7362

Under national procedure

Madrides savienibas ietvaros
Under Madrid system

Kopa 1819 | 7362

Total

DIZAINPARAUGI

2000. gada iesniegti pavisam 69, bet 2001. gada
88 dizainparaugu patentpieteikumi. Liela daja no tiem
ir kompleksi pieteikumi, kas satur vairdkus dizain-
paraugus vai to izpildijuma variantus, tapéc faktiskais
aizsardzibai pieteikto dizainparaugu skaits ir lielaks,
proti, 2000. gada pavisam 108, bet 2001. gada -
220 objekti. Salidzinot ar ieprieksgjiem gadiem,
redzams, ka pieteikumu skaits 2000. gada palicis
iepriekséja gada limeni, bet 2001. gada nedaudz
pieaudzis. No iesniegtajiem pieteikumiem vairums ir
Latvijas izcelsmes — 2000. gada 38 (55,1%), bet 2001.
gada - 55 (62,5%). Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumu
ipatsvars kopéja pieteikumu skaita 2000. gada ir bijis
mazaks, neka ieprieks, bet 2001. gada atkal ir nosta-
bilizgjies ieprieksgjo gadu limeni.

15. tabula.
Table 15.

Dizainparaugu patentpieteikumu kopskaits
Design applications — total

No tiem — Latvijas izcelsmes pieteikumi
Including domestic applications
Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total
Arvalstu izcelsmes pieteikumi
Foreign applications
Procentos no kopskaita
% of the total
Izsniegtie dizainparaugu patenti
Granted design patents
Speka esoso dizainparaugu patentu skaits 3GCIG beigés*
umber of valid design patents at the end of year

2059 | 1956 | 2480 | 2953 | 2099 | 1962 | 2027
2256 | 3660 | 3873 | 4372 | 3860 | 4771 | 5696
4315 | 5616 | 6353 | 7325 | 5959 | 6733 | 7723

1794 | 4117 | 3689 | 3888 | 1914 | 2068 | 1660
2256 | 3660 | 3873 | 4372 | 3860 | 4771 | 5696
4050 | 7777 | 7562 | 8260 | 5774 | 6839 | 7356

INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

69 industrial design patent applications have
been filed in 2000, and 88 applications in 2001.
Many of them are multiple applications containing
more than one industrial design or its variant,
therefore the actual number of filed industrial designs
is greater — 108 objects in 2000, and 220 in 2001.
The number of applications in 2000 remained at
approximately the same level as in the previous
years, but in 2001 it increased. Most of the filed
applications are of Latvian origin — 38 (55.1%) in
2000, and 55 (62.5%) in 2001. The proportion of
domestic applications in the total number of
applications was slightly smaller in 2000 as
compared with previous years, but in 2001 it
stabilized at the same level as in the previous years.

Dizainparaugu aizsardziba Latvijas Republika 2000. un 2001. gada
Protection of Industrial Designs in Latvia 2000-2001

2000 2001
69 88
38 55

55,1% 62,5%
31 33

44,9% 37,5%
65 70
503 488

* Speka esoso dizainparaugu kopskaita ietverti ari 1992.~1995. g. parregistrétie dizainparaugi

* Including re-registered designs of 1992-1995
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The thematic range of applications is quite diverse.
Applications for protection of very different objects have
been filed, both - three-dimensional (models) and two-
dimensional (drawings). Like in the previous period of
review, the industrial designs filed in 2000-2001 have
been influenced by the present situation in Latvia's
industry. There are many applications related to samples
of packaging for foodstuffs, bottles, flasks, containers, as
well as stangs and glass-cases for trade and exhibitions.
Many applications refer to furniture, especially, chairs,
including a ladder-chair and a collapsible seat, as well
as office furniture, a CD-holder, shelves, bathroom
accessories, door handles and stair balusters. There are
also applications for the protection of tableware, wooden
toys, infellectual games, an electric hand hammer, base
plate pads for concrete railway sleepers, gowns, kiosks,
a catamaran, firewood (a fire log) and hunting bullets.

Among Latvia’s applicants who have filed a conside-
rable number of industrial design applications during
2000 and 2001, we should mention the designers
Alberts ZEILIS, Janis RUBINS, Lauma POGA, Sergejs
GOLUBEVS and Jurijs RUZINS, as well as several com-
panies - LLC ‘CONFIDENTIAL DESIGNS', LLC
‘SENATUS GRUPAY, LLC ‘LAZDAS MEBELES’ and the
Liepdja special economic zone LLC ‘ERKE’. Among for-
eign applicants who have filed more than one applica-
tion or multiple applications we should point out
‘HENKEL KGaA', ‘STREET ONE GmbH’, ‘DURAVIT AG’
and ‘STARZ' ZAO.

65 industrial design patents have been granted in
2000, and 70 patents in 2001. The number of granted
patents depends on the number of filings, of course. Alto-
gether 488 industrial design patents were in force at the
end of 2001. We might point out a positive tendency in
the sphere of industrial designs — by the end of the first
five-year period of industrial design protection, some
holders ofpindustric| design patents have shown interest
in renewal of their patents. Out of the 113 industrial de-
sign patents, that were granted on the grounds of appli-
cations filed in 1995, 23 have been renewed, and out of
the 76 industrial design patents granted on the grounds
of applications filed in 1996, 19 have been renewed.

PRECU ZIMJU UN DIZAINPARAUGU NODALA

Pieteikumu tematiskais loks ir visai daudzveidigs,
aizsardzibai pieteikti loti dazadi objekti, gan telpiski
(modeli), gan plakani (zim&jumi). Tapat ka ieprieks, ari
uz 2000. wun 2001. gada pieteiktajiem
dizainparaugiem, protams, lielu iespaidu atstqj
pasreizéjais Latvijas rupniecibas stavoklis. Pieteikts
daudz partikas produktu iesainojumu paraugu,
pudelu, flakonu, tvertnu, tirdzniecibas un izstazu
stendu un vitrinu. Daudz ari mébe]u, it pasi kréslu, to
skaitd krésls—trepes un saliekams sédeﬁis. Pieteiktas
biroja mebeles, kompaktdisku stafivs, plaukti,
vannasistabas prieksmeti, durviu rokturi un kapnu
margu stabini. Pieteikti ari trauki, koka rotallietas,
intelektualas  speles, elektriskais rokas amurs,
dzelzshetona gulsnu amortizacijas starplika, talari,
kioski, katamarans, kurindmais (ugunsblukitis) un
medibu lodes.

No Latvijas pieteicgjiem, kuri 2000. un 2001. gada
iesniegusi lieldku skaitu dizainparaugu pieteikumu, var
nosaukt dizainerus Albertu ZEILI, Jani RUBINU, Laumu
POGU, Sergeju GOLUBEVU wun Juriju RUZINU,
uznémumus SIA ‘CONFIDENTIAL DESIGNS’, SIA
‘SENATUS GRUPA’, SIA ‘LAZDAS MEBELES’ un
Liepdijas SEZ SIA ‘ERKE’. Arvalstu pieteicgju saraksta
ar vairakiem, ka ari kompleksiem pieteikumiem
atziméjami uznemumi ‘HENKEL KGaA’, ‘STREET ONE
GmbH’, ‘DURAVIT AG’ un ‘STARZ’, ZAO.

2000. gada Latvija izdoti 65, bet 2001. gada - 70
dizainparaugu patenti. Protams, $o izsniegto
dizainparaugu patentu skaits ir atkarigs no dizain-
paraugu pieteikumu skaita. 2001. gada beigas speka
bija pavisam 488 dizainparaugu patenti. Ka pozifivu
tendenci dizainparaugu qizsorc?z?bos joma var atzimet
to, ka, beidzoties dizainparaugu patentu darbibas
pirmajam piecu gadu ferminam, zingma dala
dizainparaugu patentu Tpasnieku izrada interesi par
so patentu EarbTbas terminu pagarindsanu. No 113
dizainparaugu patentiem, kuri izsniegti uz 1995.
gada pieteiktajiem dizainparaugiem, pagarindti ir 23,
bet no 76 dizainparaugu patentiem, kuri izsniegti uz
1996. gada pieteiktajiem dizainparaugiem, paga-
rinati 19.

16. tabula. Dizainparaugu pieteikumu/registraciju skaits Latvija (1992.-2001. g.)
Table 16.  Number of Industrial Design Applications/Registrations in Latvia (1992-2001)

1992 | 1993 1994 | 1995

Dizainparaugu pieteikumi
Design applications

Kopskaits 70 9 52 | 123

Total

Latvijas izcelsmes 45 50 40 105

Domestic
Izsniegtie dizainparaugu patenti
Granted design patents

Kopskaits _
Total 52 16 101

Latvijas izcelsmes _
Domestic 26 10 67

1996 | 1997 | 1998

1999 | 2000 2001

95 116 106 69 69 88
62 83 82 43 38 55

137 96 100 53 65 70
109 50 73 37 36 48
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11. zim.  Dizainparaugu pieteikumi
Fig. 11 Design Applications
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12. zim.  Izsniegtie dizainparaugu patenti
Fig. 12 Granted Design Patents
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REGISTERS AND
DOCUMENTATION

The specialists of the Department of State Registers
and Documentation take care of applications from their
filing until examination, and deal with almost all the
formalities after examination.

Since the second year of Patent Office’s functioning
the staff of the Department had been constant — 5
employees. During this period the number of industrial
property objects within the Department’s competence has
risen from 2226 objects at the end of 1993 to 32 813
objects at the end of 2001. The number of changes
entered into registers in 2001 as compared to 1993 has
increased 194 times. Therefore the number of employees
has increased to 6 as from the end of 2001. Two of them
are engaged in receiving applications and four - in
maintaining the State Registers and taking care of the
constantly growing collection of patents and registrations.

The specialists of the receiving group consult the
applicants, receive and carry out the preliminary exami-
nation of the applications and enter the application data
into the automated database. The number of filed appli-
cations has been fairly stable during the last few years.
In 2000 and in 2001 it has been 2209 and 2295 res-
pectively. During the period from the beginning of the
Patent Office’s functioning till January 1, 2002, 38 375
applications have been received (see Table 17).

VALSTS REGISTRU UN DOKUMENTACLJAS NODALA

VALSTS REGISTRU
UN DOKUMENTACLIAS
NODALA

Valsts  registru un  dokumentdcijas  nodalas
specialisti rUpéjas par pieteikumu no ta sanemsanas
briza lidz eksperfizei un karto gandriz visu, kas notiek
ar pieteikumu péc ekspertizes.

Sckot ar Patentu valdes ofro darbibas gadu,
nodalas darbinieku skaits ir bijis nemainigs - pieci
specmhsh Saja laika nodalas parzing esoso ripnie-
ciskd ipasuma objektu skaits ir pieaudzis no 2226
objektiem 1993. gada beigds lidz 32 813 objektiem,
noslédzot 2001. gadu. Registros ieklauto grozijumu
skaits 2001. gada, salidzinot to ar aftiecigo skaitu
1993. gadg, ir palielingjies 194 reizes. Tade| kops
2001. gada beigam nodala strada sesi specmhsh pie
kam divi no viniem specializsjas pieteikumu pienem-
sand, bet Cetri karto Valsts registrus un parrauga
arvien pieaugoso potentu un registraciju lietu fondu.

Pieteikumu pienemsanas grupas  specidlisti
konsulté pieteicgjus, sanem un izvérte pieteikumu
materiglus, datus par  pieteikumu ieklauj
automatizétajd datu béze. Pedgjos gados pieteikumu
skaits ir nostabiliz&jies. Ta 2000. un 2001. gada
sanemto pieteikumu skaits bija attiecigi 2209 un
2295. No Patentu valdes darbibas sakuma lidz
2002. gada 1. janvarim sanemti 38 375 pieteikumi
(skat. 17. tabulu).

No kreisas séz: eksperte Iréna Kalnina, nodalas vaditaja Dr. Mara Strautzele, eksperte Asja Dislere.

No kreisas stav: galvena eksperte Indra Brasiipa, eksperte Regina Voiteka — Raginska, galvend eksperte Dace Geidane.
Sitting from the left: examiner Iréna Kalnina, Head of the Department Dr. Mara Strautzele, examiner Asja Dislere.

Standling from the left: senior examiner Indra Braslina, examiner Regina Voiteka — Raginska, senior examiner Dace Geidane.
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17. tabula. Nodalas darba apjoms 2000. un 2001. gada un kolJE 1992.-2001. gada
Table 17.  The Department’s work in 2000 and 2001 and total 1992-2001

Pieteikumu registros ieklauti
Entries in the Registers of Applications

2000 2001 1992-2001
Izgudrojumu pieteikumi
Agphcolﬁons or inventions 178 180 4292
Dizainpatenty piefeikumi
Applicgtions Fopr industrial designs 69 88 878
Precu zimju registrdciju pieteikumi
TrodemarL opghcotiol\s P 1962 2027 33205
Kopa pieteikumi
Ap?)hc%tions — total 2209 2295 38375
Valsts registros ieklauti
Entries in the State Registers

2000 2001 1992-2001
lzgudrojumi
o 163 181 3775
Dizainparaugi
Industr?a| deggns 65 70 690
Precu zimju registracijas
Trcdemcr!( reg?stratiolns 2068 1660 28348
Kopa objekti
Ohyects - fotal 2296 1911 32813
Registreti licenéu ligumi
Registered Licence Agreements

2000 2001 1992-2001
lzgudrojumu
O? inver|1fions 20 25 100
Dizainparaugu
Of induIZtrio| gesigns 1 1 6
Precu zimju
of trodemlorks 19 19 114
Dizainparaugu + precu zimju
of indfstrial gesignlz and trodlemarks 4 2 1
Kopa
Totol 44 47 231
Registreti
Registered

2000 2001 1992-2001
Generalpilnvaras
Generd|ppowers of attorney 636 646 4338
Patentpilnvarotie
Potentpoh‘orneys B 3 38
Registru zinas ieklauti grozijumi
Changes of Register entries

2000 2001 1992-2001
lzgudrojumu registra
Ingthe R(Iagister ot Inventions 33 411 2435
Dizainparaugu registra
In the egistegr of Igdustrid Designs 83 205 456
Precu zimju registra
In the Regkster%F Trademarks 1515 1904 8191
Kopad ieraksti
e 2131 2520 11082
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The group of registrars maintains four State Registers,
records information on inventions, industrial designs,
topographies of semiconductor products and trademark
registrations, as well as any changes with respect to
these objects or their owners. The group specialists
control the terms of validity, maintenance and renewal of
patents and registrations.

The Department's employees maintain several other
registers, in particular four registers of applications:
Applications for Inventions (since 04.02.1992),
Industrial ~ Design  Patent  Applications  (since
06.05.1992), Applications for Registration  of
Semiconductor Topographies (since 06.04.2001) and
Trademark Applications (since 12.02.1992), as well as
the Register of License Agreements (since 13.05.1994),
the Register of Professional Patent Attorneys (since
19.07.1993), the Register of General Powers of Attorney
(since 24.11.1994) and the Register of Special Powers of
Attorney (since 28.12.1994).

VALSTS REGISTRU UN DOKUMENTACLJAS NODALA

Registru grupa veido un karto cetrus Valsts
registrus, ieklaujot tajos zinas par izgudrojumiem,
dizainparaugiem,  pusvaditaju  izstradajumu
topogrdfijdm un precu zimju registracijam, ka ari
zinas par jebkuriem pielavjamiem grozijumiem, kas
aftiecas uz siem objektiem un to Tpasniekiem. Grupas
darbinieki parrauga patentu un registraciju darbibas
terminus, to speka uzturésanu un atjaunosanu.

Nodalas darbinieki veido un karto ari vairakus
citus registrus, proti cetrus pieteikumu registrus: izgud-
rojumu potentEieteikumu (no 04.02.1992), dizain-
patentu pieteikumu (no 06.05.1992), pusvaditaju
izstraddjumu topografiju registracijas pie teikumu (no
06.04.2001) un precu zimju registracijas pieteikumu
registru (no 12.02.1992), ka ari licencu ligumu
registru (no 13.05.1994), profesiondlo patentpiln-
varoto registru (no 19.07.1993), generdlpilnvaru
registru (no 24.11.1994) un specialpilnvaru registru
(no 28.12.1994).

18. tabula.  Dazi dati par Valsts registriem 2002. gada 1. janvari

Table 18. Information on State Registers as of January 1, 2002

Registra nosaukums Pirma ieraksta Regisira ieklauto Speka esoso patentu
datums objektu skaits un regisiraciju skaits

Name of Register Date Number of objects  |Number of valid patents

of first entry in the Register and registrations

lzgudrojumu Valsts registrs

State Register of Inventions 10.06.1993 3775 1947

Valsts dizainparaugu registrs

State Register of Industrial Designs 30.08.1993 650 488

Pusvaditaju izstradajumu fopografiju Valsts registrs

State Register of Semiconductor JI'opogrcphies 20.08.2001 ] ]

Valsts precu zimju registrs 08.07.1993 28348 27965

State Register of Trademarks

The group of registrars prepares and issues industrial
property protection documents. In 2000 and 2001 the
number of issued documents was 2296 and 1911
respectively (see Table 17).

The Department’s employees complete the files of
applications and granted patents and registrations, as
well as keep and update their collections. There are 38

19. tabula. ej
Table 19. Valid industrial property objects entere
Izgudrojumu patenti
Patents of inventions
t. sk. patenti, kas izsniegti saskana ar
including patents granted under
LR nacionalo proceduru
the national procedure
attiecinatie Eiropas patenti
extended European patents
Dizainparaugu patenti
Patents of industrial designs
Precu szLu registracijas
Trademark registrations
Kopa obijekti
Obijects — total

Registru grupa sagatavo un izsniedz ripnieciska
ipasuma aizsardzibas dokumentus. Ta 2000. un
2001. gada Patentu valdes izsniegto aizsardzibas
dokumentu skaits bija aftiecigi 2296 un 1911 (skat.
17. tabulu).

Nodalas darbinieku parzina ir pieteikumu lietu, ka
ari patentu un registraciju lietu komplektésana, to

Valsts registros ieklauto 2002. gada 1. Janv&n' spéka esoso rupnieciska ipasuma objektu skaits

into the Registers as of January 1, 2002
1947

1505

442

488
27965
30400
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fondu veidosana un kartosana. Tas ir 38 375
pieteikumu lietas, no kuram Registros ieklauti 32 813
objekti (skat. 17. tabulu); no tiem, savukart, 2002.
gada 1. janvari speka esosi ir 30 400 patenti un
registracijas.

Nodalas darbinieki turpina piedalities noteikumu,
izskaidrojumu un metodisko materialu projektu
izstradasana, konsultet pieteicgjus, sniegt informaciju
par pieteikumiem un registru ierakstiem, gatavot un
izsniegt Registru zinu izrakstus, dokumentu dublikatus
un kopijas.
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375 files of applications, 32 813 of these objects have
been entered into the Registers (see Table 17) and 30
400 of the patents and registrations were valid as of
January 1, 2002.

The Department’s employees participate in drafting
of regulations, instructions and methodological manuals,
consult applicants, furnish information concerning
applications and entries in the registers, prepare and
issue extracts from the registers, duplicates and copies of
documents.
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INFORMACIJAS UN REDAKCIJAS NODALA

DEPARTMENT FOR
INFORMATION
AND EDITORSHIP

The department dates back to the end of 1993 when
the Section for Information and Editorship was formed.
lts main task was to publish the official gazette of the
Patent Office “Patenti un precu zimes”. As the scope and
variety of the Patent Office’s work was constantly grow-
ing the Section was transformed info the Department for
In&rmcﬁon and Editorship in January 1995.

The main tasks of the Department are:
- to organize the publication of the
above-mentioned gazette;

- to prepare for publication the texts of laws,
regulations, methodological aids and the Patent
Ottice’s reports;

— fo organize conferences, seminars and
meetings and to copy materials for these
purposes, efc.

The Department's employees prepare the
informative chapter of the gazette, proofread the
material prepared by other departments and organize
printing of the gazette, as well as correspond with the

INFORMACIJAS
UN REDAKCIJAS
NODALA

1993. gada beigas tika izveidots Informacijas un
redakcijas sektors, kura galvenais uzdevums bija
Patentu valdes oficiala izdevuma (zurnala) “Patenti un
precu zimes” izdosana. Pieaugot Patentu valdes darba
apjomam un daudzveidibai ar 1995. gada janvari
sektoru parveidoja par Informdcijos un redakcijas
nodalu.

Nodalas darbinieku galvenajos pienakumos
ietilpst:
— jau pieminéta Patentu valdes oficiala zurndla
izdosanas organizésana;

— likumu, nolikumu, metodologisko materialu
un Patentu valdes parskatu sagatavosana
iespiesanai;

— konferencu, semindru un sandksmiu
organizdcija un to materidlu pavairosana u.c.

Nodala tiek sagatavota zurndla informafiva
sadala, nodalas iespiesanai sagatavotd materidla
korektira un iespiesanas organizésana, sarakste ar
abonentiem un zurnalu apmainas organizésana ar citu

:';. IE: I

1 1L
i

A
No kreisdis: galvenais eksperts Dr. Uldis Smits, nodalas vadlidjs Dr. Modris Geidans, galvend eksperte Rendte Lace.
From the left: senior examiner Dr. Uldis Smits, Head of the Department Dr. Modris Geidans, senior examiner Rendte Laice.
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valstu Patentu iestadem. Kops 1993. gada jonija lidz
sim laikam iznakusi 85 izdevuma “Patenti un precu
zimes” numuri, sniedzot informéciju par pieteiktajiem
izgudrojumiem, precu zimém un dizainparaugiem.

Nodalas darbinieki piedalijusies pie visu
rupnieciska pasuma aizsardzibas likumu, kas attiecas
vz Patentu valdes darbibas jomu, redigésanas,
tulkosanas, tehniskds noformésanas vai iespiesanas
organizesanas.

Sajos gados nodala izveidoti, noforméti un
sagatavoti iespiesanai pieci divgadu cikla parskati par
Patentu valdes darbibas rezultatiem un Tsi statistisko
datu izdevumi Fakti un skaitli par 1998. un 2000.
gadu. Lofi liels darbs ieguldits starptautisku konferencu,
seminaru un metodisko sandksmiju organizésana Riga.
Nodala sagatavota ekspozicija Latvijas Patentu valdes
stendam Ceturtaja Eiropas Longresa par patentiem
Ving, Patinnova ‘97, ka ari eksponéti materiali
Lisabona 1998. gada Pasaules izsfacré EXPO 98.
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subscribers and organize the exchange of official
publications with foreign Patent Offices. Since June 1993
85 issues of “Pafenti un precu zimes” have been
published containing information on inventions,
trademarks and industrial designs.

The Department’s employees have participated in the
work related to industrial property laws that fall in the
Patent Office’s field of work by editing, translating and
::ormoﬁing the texts or organizing the prinfing of the
aws.

During these years the Department has created,
formatted and prepared for publication five bi-annual
reports on the resuft)s of the Patent Office’s work, as well
as booklets of statistical data “Fakti un skaitli” for the
years of 1998 and 2000. Lots of work has been done
over the years to organize international conferences,
seminars and methodological workshops in Riga. The
Department has also prepared the Patent Office’s
exposition for the Fourth European Patent Congress in
Vienna - Patinnova’97, and &r the World exposition
EXPO’98 in Lishon.
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DEPARTMENT OF
AUTOMATION AND
COMPUTER NETWORKING

Ten years ago, when the Patent Office started func-
tioning, one of the basic tasks was to create a modern com-
Futerized working environment, a database and a system
or processing applications. This work was greatly faci-
litated by the assistance received from foreign patent offi-
ces and by the competence of Latvia’s computer specialists.

The foundation of the Patent Office’s database was laid
by the IT specialists of the Latvia University Scientific Library.
Various subsidiary functions were added to the information
system during these 10 years. The whole Patent Office’s wor-
king cycle — from receiving an application fo the final pub-
lication in the official bulletin “Patenti un precu zimes” — has
been fully computerized. All work places have been equipped
with computers, a local network has been set up, and the
experts use Internet extensively in their everyday work.

Our task for the future is to develop public functions of the
Patent Office’s databases that would make these databases
publicly accessible like in most other countries. On interna-
tional scale within the next few years we shall have to join the
WIPONET created by the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization that provides for electronic filing and processing of
applications. Accession to the European Patent Convention
sets forth another task — we shall have fo incorporate our pa-
tent database into the European Patent Organization’s data-
base ESP@cenet. A pre-requisite for successful accomplish-
ment of the above-mentioned tasks is additional financing.

No kreisas: galvenais eksperts Andlis Bérzins, eI;sperI_e Alda Rankevica, nodqla; vaditajs Uldis lesalnieks.

AUTOMATIZACIJAS UN DATRORTIKLA NODALA

AUTOMATIZACIJAS
UN DATORTIKLA NODALA

Pirms 10 gadiem, Patentu valdes darbibas sakuma,
viens no pamatuzdevumiem bija izveidot misdienigu
datorizétu darba vidi, datu bazi un pieteikumu
apstrades sistému. Liela méra tas bija iesp&jams,
pateicoties arvalstu patentu iestazu palidzibai un
Latvijas datorspecidlistu zindsancm.

Patentu valdes datu bazes pamatu izveidoja Latvijas
Universitates Zinatniskas bibliotekas informacijas
tehnologiju specidlisti. So 10 gadu laika informacijas
sisttmu “apaudzéja” ar dazdadam papildfunkcijam.
Paslaik Patentu valde spgj datorizéta rezima pilniba
nodrosinat savu darba cikly, sakot no pieteikuma
sanemsanas [idz pilnigai publikacijas sagatavosanai
zurnalam “Patenti un precu zimes”. Patentu valde
datorizétas visas darba vietas, izveidots ieksgjais fikls,
eksperti sava darba plasi izmanto Internetu.

Nakotnes uzdevumi saistas ar Patentu valdes datu
bazu publisko funkciju izveidosanu, kas padaritu
publiski pieejamas sis datu bazes, ka tas ir vairakuma
valstu. Tuvakajos gados starptautiskd méroga mums
bis |aiesaistas Pasaules Intelektuala Tpasuma
organizdcijas veidota WIPONET fikla, kas paredz
elektronisku pieteikumu iesniegsanu un apstradi, ka
ari, pievienojoties Eiropas Patentu konvencijai, bs
jdiesaista mUsu patentu datu baze kopéja Eiropas
Patentu organizacijas patentu datu baze ESP@cenet.
Sekmigai so uzdevumu izpildei obligats nosacijums ir
papildus finansgjums.

|

From the left: senior examiner Andlis Bérzins, examiner Alda Rankevica, Head of the department Uldlis lesalnieks.
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1991

26. novembris
Latvijas Republikas Augstakas Padomes lemums
“Par Latvijas Republikas Patentu valdes atjaunosanu”

1992

30.-31. janvaris

Pasaules Intelektuala ipasuma  organizacija
(WIPQ), Zenéva, izskata Skandinavijas valstu Patentu
iestazu iespéju palidzét jaunizveidotajam Baltijas
valstu Patentu iestadem
4. februaris

lesniegts pirmais patenta pieteikums izgudrojuma
aizsardzibai no naciondla pieteicéja

12. februaris

lesniegts pirmais precu zimes registracijas
pieteikums no nacionala pieteicéja
19. februaris

LR MP lémums Nr. 55 “Par Latvijas Republikas
Patentu valdes dibinasanu”

28. februaris

LR MP lemums Nr.72 “Par izgudrojumu,
rupniecisko paraugu un preéu zimju aizsardzibas
pagaidu karfibu Latvijas Republika”

2. marts

Tieslietu ministrija apstiprina par Patentu valdes
direktoru Z. Aumeisteru un direktora vietnieku —
G. Polakovu. Patentu valde uzsak savu darbibu
Ekonomikas ministrijas telpas

19. marts
lesniegts pirmais patenta pieteikums izgudrojuma
aizsardzibai no arvalsts pieteicgja

27. marts

lesniegts pirmais precu zimes registracijas
pieteikums no arvalsts pieteicéja
aprilis—maijs

Patentu valdi apmeklé Zviedrijas Patentu un
registracijas iestddes un Eiropas Patentu iestades
delegacijas. Parrunu temats — arvalstu palidziba
Latvijas Patentu valdei

15. maijs

Apstiprinati  “Pagaidu noteikumi pieteikumu
iesniegianai un izskafifanai Latvijas Republikas
Patentu valde”

28. maijs

LR MP lémums Nr. 194 “Par maksu par Patentu
valdes pakalpojumiem”
S. jonijs

Patentu valdé apstipringts  “Nolikums  par
profesionalu parstavibu Latvijas Republikas Patentu
valde”
27. jonijs

Patentu valde izvietojas Latvijas  Zingtnu
Akademijas prezidija eka
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CHRONOLOGY
1991

November 26

Decision of the Supreme Council of the Republic of
Latvia “On the Re-establishment of the Patent Office of
the Republic of Latvia”

1992

January 30-31

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
considers the possibility of Scandinavian Patent Offices to
help the newly established Patent Offices of the Baltic States

February 4
The first patent application is filed by a national
applicant

February 12
The first application for trademark registration is filed
by a national applicant

February 19

Decision No. 55 of the Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Latvia “On the Establishment of the Patent
Office of the Republic of Latvia”

February 28

Decision No. 72 of the Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Latvia “On the Provisional Procedure for the
Protection of Inventions, Industrial Designs and
Trademarks in the Republic of Latvia”

March 2

The Ministry of Justice appoints Mr. Z. Aumeisters as
Director of the Patent Office, and Mr. G. Poliakov as
Deputy Director. The Patent Office starts to function on
the premises of the Ministry of Economics

March 19
The first patent application is filed by a foreign
applicant

March 27

The first application for trademark registration is filed
by a foreign applicant
April - May

The Patent Office is visited by Swedish Patent and
Registration Office’s delegation and the European Patent
Office’s delegation. Theme of the discussion - foreign
assistance to the Patent Office of Latvia

May 15

“Provisional Rules for Filing and Examination of
Applications in the Patent Office of the Republic of
Latvia” are confirmed
May 28

Decision No. 194 of the Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Latvia “On the Fees for Patent Office’s
Services”

June 5

The Patent Office confirms “Regulations on
Professional Representation before the Patent Office of
the Republic of Latvia”
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June 27
The Patent Office moves to the building of the
Presidium of Latvian Academy of Science

1993

January 26

Cooperation Agreement between Swedish Patent
and Registration Office and Latvian Patent Office is
signed and enters into force
February 19

Decision No. 84 of the Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Latvia “On the Financing of the Patent Office
of the Republic of Latvia”

March 31

Republic of Latvia Patent Law enters into force
April 7

Republic of Latvia Law on Trademarks and Republic
of Latvia Law on Industrial Design Protection enter into
force

June 4

The Council of Ministers of the Republic of Laivia
appoints Mr. Z. Aumeisters to the post of Director of the
Patent Office and Mr. G. Poliakov to the post of Deputy

Director

June 10

The first issue of the Official bulletin of the Patent
Office of the Republic of Latvia “Patenti un precu zimes”
is published
July 8-9

The first certification of persons willing to become
official professional patent representatives is carried out

October 25

Patent Office moves fo its new premises in 7/70
Citadeles Street

1994

August 5

The first International patent application is filed
October 20

The first Republic of Latvia patent for invention is
granted

1995
April 20

The Republic of Latvia Patent Law (with the exception
of Chapter V) enters into force
May 1

Chapter V of the Republic of Latvia Patent Law
“Special Provisions concerning the extension of
European Patents to the Republic of Latvia” enters into
force
May 30

The first Republic of Latvia trademark registration
certificate and the first Republic of Latvia patent for
industrial design is issued

June 16

CHRONOLOGY

1993

26. janvaris

Paraksfits un stajas speka Noligums par sadarbibu
starp Zviedrijas Patentu un registracijas iestadi un
Latvijas Patentu valdi

19. februaris
LR MP lémums Nr. 84 “Par Latvijas Republikas
Patentu valdes finansesanu”

31. marts

Stajas speka Latvijas Republikas Patentu likums
7. aprilis

Stajas speka Latvijas Republikas Likums par precu
zimém un Dizainparaugu aizsardzibas likums
4. jnijs

LR MP iece| par Latvijas Republikas Patentu valdes
direktoru Z. Aumeisteru un par direktora vietnieku —
G. Polakovu
10. /'JniL's
Iznak LR Patentu valdes oficiala vestnesa “Patenti
un precu zimes” pirmais numurs
8.-9. jals

Notiek pirma atestacija \oersonam, kas izteikusas
véleésanos k|t par oficialajiem profesionalajiem
patentpilnvarotajiem
25. oktobris

Patentu valde uzsak darbu éka Citadeles iela 7/70

1994

S. augusts
lesniegts pirmais Starptautiskais patentpieteikums

20. oktobris
Izsniegts pirmais Latvijas Republikas patents
izgudrojuma aizsardzibai

1995

20. aprilis

Stajas speka Latvijas Republikas Patentu likums
(iznemot V nodalu)
1. maijs

Stajas speka Latvijas Republikas Patentu likuma V
nodala  “lpasi  noteikumi  Eiropas patenta
attiecind3anai uz Latvijas Republiku”

30. maijs

Izsniegta pirma Latvijas Republikas registracijas
aplieciba par preéu zimes aizsardzibu un pirmais
Latvijas  Republikas  patents  dizainparauga
aizsardzibai
16. jonijs

Notiek pirma Apeldcijas padomes seéde

1996
16.-17. jonijs

Jormala notiek Eiropas Patentu organizacijas
Ropnieciska ipasuma regionalds programmas (RIPP)
Koordinacijas padomes sandksme
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1998

30. aprilis
Stajas speka Pusvaditaju izstradajumu topografiju
aizsardzibas likums

15. jalis
Stajas speka Likums par preéu zimém un
geografiskas izcelsmes noradem

2001
26. junifs

Eiropas Patentu organizdcijas Administrativas
padomes 85. sesija Latvijas Republika sanem
uzaicinGjumu ar 2002. gada 1. juliju klot par Eiropas
Patentu organizdcijas pilntiesigu dalibvalsti
28. jilis

Stajas speka Karfiba par muitas kontroles
pasdakumiem intelektuala ipasuma aizsardzibai

24. septembris

Patentu valdes direktors Z. Aumeisters uz 2 ga-
diem tiek ievéléts par Pasaules Intelektvala ipasuma
organizdcijas Generalas Asamblejas Viceprezidentu.
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The first sitting of the Board of Appeal

1996

June 16-17

The European Patent Organization’s Regional
Industrial Property Programme (RIPP) Coordination
meeting is held in Jirmala

1998

April 30
The Law on Protection of Topographies of
Semiconductor Products enfers into force

1999

oy TS
lLaw on Trademarks and Indications of
Geographical Origin enters into force

2001

July 26

At the 85" meeting of the Administrative Council of
the European Patent Organization the Republic of
Latvia is formally invited to become a full-fledged
member state of the European Patent Organization as
from July 1, 2002

July 28
The Order of Customs Control Measures on
Intellectual Property Protection enter into force

September 24

Mr. Z. Aumeisters is elected as vice chairman of the
World Intellectual Property Organization General
Assemblies for two years
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Conventions and Agreements
1993

January 21

The Republic of Latvia accedes to The Convention
Establishing the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO)

September 7

The Republic of Latvia renews its membership in the
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Property and accedes to the Patent Cooperation Treaty

(pcT)
1994

January 25
The Republic of Latvia becomes associated member
of the European Patent Organization

December 29

The Republic of Latvia accedes to the Budapest
Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of
Micro-organisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedures

1995

January 1

The Republic of Latvia accedes to the Madrid
Agreement Concerning the International Registration of
Marks and to the Nice Agreement Concerning the
International Classification of Goods and Services for
the Purposes of the Registration of Marks

January 20

The Agreement between the Republic of Latvia and
the USA on Trade Relations and Intellectual Property
Rights Protection enters into force

2000

January 5

The Republic of Latvia accedes to the Protocol
Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Marks

HRONOLOGIJA

Konvencijas un figumi
1993

21. janvaris

Latvijos Republika pievienojas Konvencijai par
Pasaules Intelektudla ipasuma organizacijas (WIPO)
nodibinasanu
7. septembris

Latvijas Republika atjauno savu lidzdalibu Parizes
Konvencija rupnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibai ka ari
pievienojas Patentu kooperdcijas ligumam (PCT)

1994

25. janvaris
Latvijas Republika klust par Eiropas Patentu
organizdcijas asociafivo locekli

29. decembris
Latvijas  Republika pievienojas  Budapestas

Noligumam par  mikroorganismu  depozitu
starptautisko atzisanu patentu procedirai

1. janvaris

Latvijas ~ Republika  pievienojas  Madrides

noligumam par zimju starptautisko registraciju un
Nicas noligumam par preéu un pakalpojumu
starptautisko klasifikaciju zimju registracijai
20. janvaris

Stajas speka Ligums starp Latvijas Republiku un
ASV par tirdznieciskajam attiecibam un intelektuala
ipasuma tiesibu aizsardzibu

5. janvaris
LR pievienojas Ar Madrides noligumu par zimju
starptautisko registraciju saistitajam Protokolam
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FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

FINANSIALA DARBIBA

Table 20. Patent Office’s Income 2000-2001

FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

20. tabula.  Patentu valdes ienemumi 2000.-2001. gada

tukst. Ls
thousands LVL

2000

2001

Iepémumi
Income

Rupnieciska ipasuma aizsardzibas valsts nodevas
State fees for legal protection of industrial property

562,1

589,1

Maksas pakalpojumi un citi pasu ienémumi
Paid services and other earnings

35,4

33,2

Kopa
Total

597,5

622,3

Resursi Patentu valdes darbibas nodrosinasanai
Resources for ensuring Patent Office’s functioning

Dotacijas no visparejiem ienemumiem
Grants from general income

378,3

372,1

Maksas pakalpojumi un citi pasu ienémumi
Paid services and other earnings

22,4

24,2

leprieks&jo gadu ienémumi izdevumu segsanai
Income of previous years for covering expenses

30,0

Kopa
Total

430,7

396,3

No kreisas: gramatvede Digna Svecova, galvena gramatvede Daina Jansone
From the left: accountant Digna Svecova, chief accountant Daina Jansone
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FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FINANSIALAS AKTIVITATES
21. tabula.  Patentu valdes izdevumi 2000.-2001. gada
Table 21. Patent Office’s Expenditures 2000-2001
tukst. Ls
thousands LVL

2000 2001
Izdevumi
Expenditures
Afalgojumi 170,0 169,8
Salaries ’ ’
Valsts socidlas apdrosinasanas obligatas iemaksas
Mandatory state social insurance contributions (Social taxes) 44,9 41,3
Komandgjumi un dienesta braucieni 243 300
Business frips / ’
Pakalpojumu apmaksa 1183 978
Payment for services ’ ’
Materilu, energoresursu, udens un inventara fidz Ls 50 iegade 26 8 130
Purchase of materials, energy supplies, ' ‘
water and implements (up fo' LVL 50)
Gramatu, zurndlu jegade 24 _
Acquisition of books and periodicals ’
lemaksas starptautiskas organizacijas 40 44
Payments to international organizations ! !
Kustamie Tpasumi
Movables 40,0 40,0
_Il?uwsam 430,7 396,3

ofal

Administratore Sarmite Kalnaja
Administrator Sarmite Kalngja
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IZGUDROTAJI

Valters Caps un Minox

|zgudrotdis, izgudrojums, Patentu iestdde, eksperts.
Kur$ posms saja kede ir galvendis, pc:mc:tposms2
Protams, izgudrofdjs - visu pdréjo posmu
pastévéEonas pamats.  Saja, 2002. gada, kad
aizritgjusi pirmie 10 atjaunotas Latvijas Patentu valdes
darbibas gadi, un 80 gadi kops izsniegtas pirmds
Latvijas Republikas izgudrojumu patentu apliecibas,
atcerésimies legendara miniatura fotoapardta, ko ar
nosaukumu “Minox” sérijveida razoja 30-tajos gados
Latvija, Valsts elektrotehniskaja fabrika (VEF), autoru
Valteru Capu.

Valtera Capa dzives posmi aizritgjusi dazadas
zemss, un katra zeme bitu lepna dévet so legendaro
|zguo|rota|u par savu. Tacu Valters Caps pieder sev un
katra vieta, kur vins vadijis kartgjo dzives posmu, ir
devusi savu do|u vina sapna  piepildisana par
miniaturas Fotokomeros |zve|oiosanu, razosanu un
talaku pilnveidosanu.

Valters Caps dzimis Riga 1905. gada 4. septembri,
1921. gada parcélies uz Tallinu Igaunij, kur jau
1922. gada vinam rodas ideja radit maza izmera
fotokameru. Laika posma no 1932. lidz 1936. gadam,
dzivojot Talling, vins savu ideju realizé, izveidojot lidz
tam pasaulé neb||usq izméra miniatiru fotokameru.
Tacu zindms, ka biezi vien, tdpat kd no idejas lidz
protohpq req||ZGC||c1| bezgq|c1 sarezgits ce|s ir |qn0|et
ari, lai falak to novestu lidz ser||ve|o|d razosandi.
Priekshkums kameru razot rupnleC|sk| neatrada atbalsi
Igaunija. Acimredzot izgudrojums bija tik unikals un
Valters Caps ar to bija tik loti aizsteidzies laikam
prieksa, ka neveiksmi cieta ari mégingjumi piedavat to
razot vairakam Rietumu firmam, tai skaita ari firmai
AGFA.

Tad V. Caps griezas ar priekslikumu pie savas
dzimtas pilsétas Rigas rGpnicas VEF vodTEos, kura
uznémas  atbildibu  nodrosinat  izgudrojuma
ripniecisko razosanu. 1936. gada 6. oktobri V. Caps
paraksta [igumu ar rUpnicas parstavjiem un parcelas
uz dzivi Riga. Sakas intensivs darbs kopd ar rpnicas
VEF inzenieriem un konstruktoriem pie apardta
rUpnieciskds  razosanas  tehnologijas izstrades.
Uzdevums ir loti sarezgits, jo jarada vél pasaule
nebijusa izméra kamera. Detalu miniaturizméri, to
precizitate prasa sma|kmehon|ka augstu kvohflkacuu
Bez tam jarada visas nepieciesamas ierices filmas
apstradei, palielinamais aparats, lecas objekfivam u.c.

Valtera Capa vérdus, ka rupnicas darbinieki radija
brinumu, ko vin$ izteica 2001. gada 3. septembri
viesosanas laika Rigd, varétu uzskafit par pieklgjibas
frazi, tacu taja ir art liela d0|o pqhe5|bos Péc pusotra
goda 1938. gada tika uzsakia apardta ripnieciska
razosana. Pats autors savam lolojumam deva vardu
Minox, kas kopd ar razotdjas rupnicas nosaukumu
VEF (VEF Minox) rofdja ap 17000 apardtus, ko
ripnica paspéja izlaist idz 1942. gadam. 1940. gada
pec Latvijos okupdcijas apardta razosana netika
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Walter Zapp and Minox

Inventor, invention, Patent Office, examiner. Which
element is most important in this row? There is no doubt
about it; it’'s the inventor — the grounds for the existence
of all the other elements. In the year 2002, when 10
years have passed since the renewed Latvian Patent
Office started functioning, and 80 years since the first

atent certificates of the Republic of Latvia were granted,
ret us remember Walter Zapp, the author of the
legendary miniature photo camera that, under the name
of “Minox”, was mass-produced at the State
Electrotechnical Plant (VEF) in Latvia in the 1930-ies.

Walter Zapp, during different stages of his life, has
lived in different countries, and each of these countries
would be proud fo claim this legendary inventor as their
countryman. But Walter Zapp does not belong to
anybody but himself, and each of the countries where he
has spent a certain period of his life has contributed to
his dream about creation, production and further
improvement of a miniature camera.

Walter Zapp was born in Riga on September 4,
1905, but he moved to Tallinn (Estonia) in 1921.
Already in 1922 he had an idea fo create a very small
camera. Between 1932 and 1936, while residing in
Tallinn, he carried out this idea and created the smallest
miniature camera in the world. The road from an idea to
the creation of a prototype is often incredibly difficult,
and the path to mass production can be just as
complicated. The suggestion fo manufacture the camera
in Estonia was not met with enthusiasm. Apparently the
invention was so unique and Walter Zapp was so far
ahead of his time that the proposals to several Western
companies, including AGFA, to manufacture the camera
were also turned down.

When Walter Zapp turned to the administrators of
VEF in his native city Riga, they assumed the
responsibility to launch production of ﬁe invention. On
October 6, 1936, W. Zapp signed an agreement with
the representatives of the plant and moved to Riga. A
period of intensive work began together with the VEF
engineers and constructors to develop production
technology. It was a difficult task since a camera of so
small dimensions had never been manufactured until
then. The miniature size and precision of the parts called
for extremely high qudlification of precision-engineers.
Besides the camera itself, also accessories ?or film
processing, an enlarger, lenses, efc., had to be created.

We might say that Walter Zapp was just being polite
when on September 3, 2001, during his visit in Riga he
said that the VEF staff had worked wonders but there is
great deal of truth in this statement. It took on|y a year
and a half until the camera was put on mass production
in 1938. The author had named his creation “Minox”
and this name along with the factory’s name VEF (VEF
Minox) adorned the 17,000 cameras that VEF managed
to turn out fill 1942. When Latvia was occupied in 1940
the production of the camera was not discontinued but
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the inscription “Made in Latvia” was erased and “Made
in USSR” was engraved instead. As simple as that!

As the World War Il began, the course of events
forced Walter Zapp to leave for Berlin in 1941. In 1945
in Wetzlar (Germany) he founded the company Minox
GmBH that has turned out approximately one million
Minox cameras until now. W. Zapp has been residing in
Switzerland since 1950 but he has never given up the
dream of his youth and has been working in the sphere
of miniature photography for his entire ?ife. When W.
Zapp was staying in Latvia in 2000 he re-visited the
places where his idea had come to life through «
technological process. It was here that his invention went
out into ie world for the first time bringing fame to the
inventor and recognition fo the VEF staff and to Latvia.
Walter Zapp's motherland expressed its gratitude by
conferring an Honorary Doctor’s degree on him.

The president of the Latvian Academy of Sciences
Janis Stradins presented Walter Zapp with the certificate
of Honorary Doctor on September 3, 2001.

IZGUDROTAJI

partraukta, tacu uzraksts “Made in Latvia” tika izdzeésts
un ta vietd iegravéts “Made in USSR”. Cik vienkarsi!

Sakara ar 2. pasaules kara notikumiem V. Caps
1941. gada aizbrauc uz Berlini. Velak, 1945. gada
Veclara (Vacija), vins nodibina firmu Minox GmBH,
kura lidz sim laikam ir izlaidusi ap 1 miljonu Minox
fotoapardtu. Kops 1950. gada Valters Caps dzivo
Sveice, tacu visu savu miozu vins palicis uzticigs savas
}ounTbos sapnim un turpindjis darboties miniatirds
otogrdfijas joma.

2000. gada, viesojoties Latvija, vins Riga
apmeklgja vietas, kur vina iecere realizgjas
tehnologiska procesa, kura rezultata vina izgudrojums
pirmo reizi izgdja plasaja pasaule, atnesdams slavu
izgudrotdjom un atzinibu VEF darbiniekiem un
Latvijai. Dzimtenes pateiciba vinam tika izteikta,
pieskirot Goda doktora nosaukumu.

2001. gada 3. septembri Latvijas Zingtnu
akadémija tas prezidents Janis Stradins Valteram
Capam pasniedza Goda doktora diplomu.
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PATENTU VALDES STRUKTURA
STRUCTURE OF THE PATENT OFFICE

Direktors
Director

Direktora vietnieks
Deputy Director

Apelacijas padome
Board of Appecal

Gramatvediba
Book—keeping

_ Precu Zimju
un dizainparaugu nodala
Department of Trademarks

Izgudrojumu eksperfizes nodala and Industrial Designs

Department for Examination Nacionalo precu sziu sektors
of Inventions Section of National Marks

Starptautisko precu zimju sektors
Section of International Marks

Automatizacijas Valsts registru
un datortikla nodaja un dokumentacijas nodala
Department of Automation Department of State Registers
and Computer Networking and Documentation

Informécijas un redakcijas nodala

Department for Information
and Editorship

Juridiska nodala
Legal Department









